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Broncs pummel SAGU, hit century mark
UTPA defeats Southwest Assemblies of God 100-63, reaches 100-point mark for only second time
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Photos by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

PLAYIN D: Junior Delvis Diaz attempts to block a shot against SAGA during a Broncs’ win Tuesday night.

The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team
romped on the Southwest
Assemblies of God 100-63 last
Tuesday night at the Fieldhouse in
front of 1,824 fans, putting together
a two-game winning streak and
improving to 7-17 on the season.
Pan Am shot 56 percent for the
game and four UTPA players scored
in double-digits en route to the
overwhelming victory over SAGU,
now 10-11.
The Bronc scoring extravaganza
was spearheaded by team scoring
leader Kevin Mitchell, who scored
24 points.
Prince Thompson added 16 points,
while Allen Holcomb notched 15
and Derrick East chipped in with 11
points.
The Lions charged out to an early
9-3 lead, but the Broncs surged right
back to take an 11-9 advantage on an
East three-pointer with 13:22 left to
play in the first half.
Leading 19-17, UTPA went on a
14-0 run to take a commanding 3317 advantage over SAGU and closed
out the first half of play with a 4634 lead.
In the second half, the Broncs
went on a 20-3 scoring rampage to
increase their lead to 66-43 and
essentially put the game out of reach
with twelve minutes left to play.
After the impressive scoring-blitz,
Pan Am went on to tally more points
until hitting the century mark for the
second time this season.
The last time the team racked up
100 points was Dec. 16 in a 100-65
win over Schreiner.
The win marked two in a row for
Bob Hoffman’s bunch. Last Saturday

night, the Broncs came back to
defeat Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
59-54 at the Fieldhouse before a
hometown crowd of 2,298.
The Mastodons led 45-39 with
9:48 to play in the second half, but
Pan Am battled back to take a 48-46
lead with 6:18 remaining in the
game on a pair of Holcomb layups.
IPFW’s Jim Kessenich knotted the
score 50-50 with 3:34 left to play,
but a two-point jumper by
sophomore Eric Montalvo, and a
layup and two free throws by
Holcomb gave UTPA a six-point 5650 advantage with 1:20 remaining
on the clock.
The Mastodons cut the Broncs’
lead 56-54, but Lithuanian Tomas
Sitnikovas hit three of his last four
free throws to seal UTPA’s
comeback win.
The team will be back in action
Feb. 8, trying for a third straight
win, against Central Baptist at the
Fieldhouse at 7:30 p.m.
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Settlement

South Texas
Community College
elected to avoid a
lengthy and costly
litigation battle against
ex-teacher Kathleen
Dahl, by settling out
of court for the
amount of $31,000
The law suit was
brought against STCC
by Dahl, in regard to
the handling of her
contract renewal
request, which was
denied. Dahl will
receive $21,000 from
the settlement, with
her attorneys receiving
$10,000 in fees.
Spokespeople for
S.T.C.C. maintain that
the college personnel
did nothing wrong
regarding the nonrenewal of Ms. Dahl’s
employment at the
college.
The decision to settle
the case was reached
by the insurance
company for South
Texas Community
College, its president,
trustees and other
administrators.

The UTPA Alumni
Association will host
the 2003 Fiesta Pan
Americana Gala and
Auction at the
McAllen Country
Club (615 Wichita
Ave.) on Feb. 15.
Titled “An Evening of
Romance,” the gala
will include live and
silent auctions and a
cocktail buffet. Tickets
are $40 per alumni
member or $50 for
non-members. Those
wanting to donate
items for the auctions
may do so by contacting Grant in the Office
of Alumni Relations at
(956) 381-2500.

JUST
BRING
IT
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By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

REMEMBRANCE— A group of early arriving students watch the Student Union Theatre screen Tuesday
as the memorial service for the seven astronauts on shuttle Columbia is shown on CNN.

Retention on the rise
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

If retention rates mean
anything, freshmen may finally
be catching on at the University
of Texas Pan-American. The
number for freshmen entering in
the fall of 2002 reached 88.7
percent, and according to John
Edwards, director of Student
Enrollment Services, solid
academic learning programs have
led to students sticking it out.
“We focus on college
preparation to encourage
students to be better prepared,”
Edwards said. He added that
several programs are offered to
help entering freshmen become
more acquainted with college
life. Such programs include, the
summer start programs,
mentoring programs, the
Learning Assistance Center, and
student advising.
“When you break a population
up to teach and help them in
what they need, it is a good way
to contribute to retention,”
Edwards said.
Marta Lopez, assistant director

UTPA programs aid
freshmen

of the Learning Assistance
Center, said the center offers
several programs to help initiate
retention.
“We are responsible for a
variety of programs that assist
the retention of entering
freshmen students,” Lopez said.
Lopez added that the LAC is
responsible for offering academic
advice for undeclared entering
freshmen students, and also
offers career counseling for that
particular population. She said
that her department also has a
program called “learning
communities.”
According to Lopez, in these
learning communities, entering
freshmen take two courses with
the same class of students. For
example, entering freshmen
enroll in an English and history
course along with other
freshmen, giving them the
opportunity to be together in
both classes. Officials believe the
program allows students to bond

with each other and feel more
comfortable within the campus
community.
“The students do a lot better in
these courses,” Lopez said,
adding that in the learning
communities, the rate of students
who have gotten a ‘C’ or better
has reached 82.9 percent.”
According to Jeanette
Broshears, director of Student
Life Transitions Services, the use
of the summer start program is a
big factor in the higher retention
rate.
“The program is like a head
start in college for entering
freshmen,” Broshears said.
The summer start program
takes about 25 to 50 entering
freshmen to stay at the residents
hall during the second summer
session. The program is a quick
introduction to English, history
and recreational sports, and also
includes guest speakers who
come and talk about college.
This takes a whole summer
session and the room and board
is paid for by the university.
“They participate in a lot of

See RETENTION page 4

It was only a matter of time before the
University of Texas-Pan American felt the
effects of the state’s $9.9 billion deficit. With
enrollment on the rise and hopes of reaching
the goals of Closing the Gaps in 2015, the
question now faced by the university is, how
will UTPA administrators handle the situation?
According to Juan Gonzalez, Assistant Vice
President for Business Affairs and also the
school’s budget director, last week the state
has asked UTPA to return seven percent of the
general revenue that has been appropriated to
it from state funds.
Because of vague preliminary details from
the state, it remains unclear which items may
be included or excluded from the base
percentage. However, the university has a
rough estimate of how much the seven percent
actually is.
“My best guess at this point is around $4
million, give or take a few hundred thousand,”
Gonzalez said. “It is important to note that the
percent cut is actually greater because fivetwelfths (5/12) of the fiscal year has already
gone by. In other words, we are being asked to
return 7 percent of the general revenue
appropriated to us for the full year from what
we have left for the remaining seven months.”
The budget cut takes place at the beginning
of the spring semester but it is mandatory that
an entire year’s revenue is taken into
consideration. Thus, deans across campus have
their hands full trying to figure out how to
reasonably cut their budgets to the degree that
the state requires.
“The budget cut should not affect the
colleges in a drastic manner but there will be
some pain,” Gonzalez said. “We will continue
filling vacant faculty positions and even
authorize new faculty positions to help meet
the growing enrollment demand.”
Gonzalez continued that the greatest sting
will be felt in those areas not directly involved
in academics. For example, all vacant nonfaculty positions will be frozen except for a
few exceptions that have extraordinary
justification and approval by the president.
Travel for faculty involved in research and
some presentation of scholarly works will not
be affected by the cut, but non-critical travel for instance, monies for faculty traveling to
conferences - will be eliminated.
Although students will not be affected
directly to the budget cut, there are certain
long term actions that will be taken to help
pay for the state deficit.
This fiscal year the university will return

See BUDGET page 6
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To help with the need of child care for
students who are parents while attending school,
the plans are in the making for the creation of a
child daycare facility at the University of Texas
Pan-American.
According to Samuel Smith, Director of the
Student Union and overseeing the planning of
the daycare center, the goal is to have the facility
open by 2004.
“The idea has been on and off among students
for years,” Smith said. “But it has to be selfsupporting.”
Currently, the daycare committee has been
given startup money. The money is being used
to run an advertisement to hire a quality daycare
director to help plan and build a good facility.
Smith said the person must also be certified and
have experience and the ability to bring on a
staff and help train staff members.”
Though the daycare will be funded by federal
grants, Smith said that it will also be funded by
the students who make use of the new child care
facilities.

UTPA plans for
childcare facility

“We need to apply for grants and charge the
users,” Smith said. “We cannot tax those who
are not using the service.”
Sophomore Julissa Reyes, who does not have
any children agrees with Smith. She said that it
would be unfair to charge students who don’t
have children a daycare fee.
“The daycare center is a great idea for single
mothers,” Reyes said. “It is even better for
those who don’t have kids because it will not
cost them.”
Smith said that with the daycare center in
place, students who have children will be able to
attend UTPA for longer hours and take
advantage of the opportunities the university has
to offer.
“The students will able to take a full day of
class and can drop in and visit with their
children,” Smith said.
Senior Melissa Mendoza-Moreno, and mother
of a two-year-old little girl, said she wishes she
had the conviencence on an on-site daycare

center were available to her immediately, but
says it will benefit future parents that will go to
school knowing their children are safe and close
by.
“I always thought they should build a daycare
because it is hard to find a good nanny and good
daycare,” Moreno said.
Moreno is faced with the daily ritual of
waking up at seven in the morning and getting
prepared for the day. A 9:30 a.m. Moreno heads
from Sharyland to Palmview to pick up her little
girl’s nanny. She then brings the nanny back to
her house so the nanny can baby-sit her daughter
while she is at school. During the day Moreno,
is at school from 10:30 in the morning to 3:30 in
the afternoon. After school she goes home to
pick up the nanny and take her back home to
Palmview.
“This is something that I go through
everyday,” Moreno said.
With the creation of a daycare center, Smith
hopes to achieve a new level of closeness and
convenience for parent/students.
“We are taking a leap forward and need to see
for a couple of years,” Smith said. “We are
dealings with a parent’s most prized possession.”

Funds available to aid travel
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

If students are looking for the opportunity
to study abroad but don’t have the funds to
facilitate a change in scenery, there is
financial assistance available.
According to Monica Alvarado, assistant
director for the Financial Aid Department at
the University of Texas-Pan American, there
are funds such as Pell grants and loans that
not many students know about. She said it’s
important for students to have initiative.
“The study abroad form can be picked up
here,” Alvarado said. “They have to start as
early as possible so they can submit an
application.”
Alvarado says when a student uses
financial aid, the only funds available will be
those left over from their annual Pell. If a
student lacks sufficient funds to cover the
cost of the program, then they can start
applying for loans.
However, if one is not eligible to receive a
loan or Pell grant, Maria Salazar, director for
the Center for International Studies at UTPA,
said there are still scholarships available that
can pay for programs. The Gillman Study
Abroad Scholarship also helps students pay
for trips.
“Because of financial aid and the available
scholarships, students are able to go,”
Salazar said. “The scholarships really help
out the students.”
There will be a numerous amount of study
abroad programs available this summer.
According to Salazar, classes will be taught
in countries including Greece, Turkey,
Mexico, Spain, China, and Germany.
Salazar said the summer program in China
will be rather different from the other
summer programs. During this trip, students
will have the opportunity to perform a
teaching internship.
“A professor from the university will be
teaching English classes, the interns will
then be teaching English to Chinese

students,”
Salazar said. “It
is going to be
basic English
such as
conversation
style and
listening
skills.”
Since the
students will be
doing
internships,
Salazar says
the program
will be very
inexpensive.
Although a
price has not
yet been
determined,
students might
end up paying
Jennifer Tapia/The Pan American
only for airfare. HEADING ABROAD?— Carlos Cepeda (foreground) and Marvin Rodriguez
The study
(background) talk with assistant program adviser Ivonne Tovar Wednesday
abroad program about whether going abroad this summer is feasible.
in Greece and
Bianca Carmona, a UTPA senior who
Turkey will include several classes in
went to Spain last summer, said she had a
communication. George McLemore,
great time in many ways. She said the
communication professor at UTPA, will be
experience gained was a benefit to her
teaching a class in photojournalism. He said
education because she got to know some of
he is looking forward for the program
the different cultures from around the world.
because it will offer students a chance to
“I was taking Intercultural
experience different cultures.
Communications, so I got to experience it
“One of the most important experiences a
while I was studying it,” Carmona said. “It
person can have as a college student is to
was hands on experience while we were
gain travel experience in other cultures and
touring the city. It was very different.”
in other countries,” McLemore said. “To
Carmona added that although such
gain that experience while studying is
programs may be out of a student’s budget,
incredible.”
Last summer, communication students had such programs are worth taking. She noted
that she was ineligible for financial aid or
to the opportunity to attend classes in Spain.
scholarships, but that loans paid for half of
Courses such as intercultural
the tuition.
communications were offered, said
“There were people like me who didn’t
McLemore, and students had a great time,
get anything,” Carmona said. “I had to get a
and some of them forgot they were even
loan to go, but it was well worth it.”
taking classes.
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Broncs start season at unbeaten 3-0
Baseball season gets under way with wins over Southwest Texas State, Schreiner

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
baseball team opened up the 2003 season
with a bang, literally.
The Broncs, led by first-year head coach
Willie Gawlik, rolled over the Southwest
Texas State Bobcats, 11-3, in their inaugural
game at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium
Saturday night, in front of a crowd of 3,604
fans. The win was topped off with a fitting
fireworks display.
UTPA went on to sweep the Schreiner
Mountaineers, 13-4 and 7-1, Sunday
afternoon in a twinbill to start off the season
with a 3-0 record.
The last time the Broncs won their home
opener and started off the season with at
least three straight wins was 1996, when the
team finished 25-30 that season. Last season
the team was 15-38.
Pan Am started off a little shaky against
the Bobcats when starting pitcher Travis
Parker walked three batters, resulting in an
early three-run lead for SWT off an error in
the top of the first inning.
The Broncs’ offense went to work almost
right away on Bobcat pitcher Bobby
Sawicki. In the second inning, UTPA cut the
SWT lead to 3-2 when Sawicki led off the
inning by hitting the first two batters he
faced. In the third inning, the Broncs tagged
Sawicki for an additional three runs to rack
up a 5-3 lead that signaled the end of
Sawicki’s night.
In the bottom of the seventh, Pan Am
ignited for six runs to post an 11-3 lead that

was never threatened by the Bobcats. Parker
was credited with the win after pitching five
strong innings and scattering a pair of hits.
The Brownsville native struck out three,
walked four and gave up
only one earned run.
"We had a
shaky first
inning, but
after
that
they

settled
down, got
the cobwebs
out and after that
they were tough,"
said Gawlik.
On Sunday, the Broncs raced to a 2-0 in

the bottom of the first and increased their
tally to 4-1 in the fourth inning. The
Mountaineers cut the home team’s lead to 54 in the top of the seventh inning, but UTPA
added two more runs in the bottom half of
the inning and rallied for a six-run
eighth to put the game out of
reach, 13-4.
The win was credited
to junior Ben DiOrio,
who allowed one
run and scattered
six hits in five
innings. Junior
Johnny Gibson
was awarded
the save after
pitching the
final 3 2/3
innings.
In the
nightcap,
the crowd
of 1,634
were treated
to another
solid
performance by
the Bronc nine.
The
Mountaineers held a
slim 1-0 lead over Pan
Am after three innings,
but the orange and green
came right back. Freshman
catcher Jarod Hickle cranked a twoout, two-run home run inside the left field
foul pole to give the Broncs a 2-1 that they

never relinquished.
UTPA went on to score five insurance runs
over the next two innings to secure their
third straight win in two days, 7-1.
Rookie righthander Aaron Guerra of
Edinburg allowed one run on four hits to
notch his first victory of the season.
Sophomore lefty Ricky Anderson cleaned up
the last inning to record his first save of the
young season.
The Broncs scored 31 total runs and
littered the field with 36 hits that included a
pair of home runs while amassing a team
total .375 batting average in the assault of
SWT and Schreiner.
Mansfield standout Bruce Kennedy led
Pan Am’s offensive onslaught by going 6for-14 over a three-game span that included
three doubles and a home run for seven RBI.
UTPA’s pitching did its part by building up
a healthy 2.16 ERA after allowing only eight
runs, six earned, and scattering 15 hits
despite walking fifteen batters.
Among several firsts this past weekend
was the first Spanish broadcast of a Bronc
baseball game. KGBT has signed up to
broadcast 10 home games over seven home
dates.
Longtime announcer and program director
of KGBT AM and FM, Hugo De La Cruz
called the play-by-play while Armando
Almazan did the color commentary along
with former UTPA baseball standout
Armando Fuentes.
"The Broncs are a team with a lot of
baseball history and tradition and we are
proud to be able to broadcast the games,"
said De La Cruz.

For the winners of Intramural
competition, state and even national
competitions await as a reward.
“In the past we have had a few students
go on to state, and even a few went on to
nationals,” Cabrera said.
But Cabrera is unsure of just how far
back that past extends.
“I’ve done some research at the library
and have found Intramural programs that
go all the way back to the ‘50s,” Cabrera
said. “It’s something I really want to find
out because I would like to see if we have
some kind of anniversary coming up.”

The Fun Walk, which will be held April,
8 and will mark the end of the Spring 2003
Intramural semester, is expected to draw
the greatest number of participants.
“Basically the Fun Walk includes
students, faculty, and staff and is a walk
around the UTPA grounds,” Cabrera said.
“The event coincides with health and
fitness, and we host the event to promote
fitness.”
For all those who wish to participate in
any of the intramural events planned for
this semester entry forms are available in
apt. 2101 of the Bronc Village.

Intramurals underway; students show skill
Intramurals give
students opportunity to
showcase ability
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
Intramural action kicked off late last month
with three of the 11 events scheduled for
this semester.
Punt, Pass and Kick, Five-on-Five
basketball, and coed four-on-four volleyball
competitions are in the history books, but
still to come are such events as
Volleypalooza, soccer and softball, leaving
plenty opportunity for athletic wannabes to
either bask in the glory of defeating their
backyard-superstar counterparts, or crumble
under competitive pressure - watching as
their athletic self-worth further diminishes.
Art Cabrera, along with UTPA
cheerleader head coach Charlie Casares, is
responsible for planning intramural events
and has high expectations for this seasons
turnout.
“Last year we had about 1,200
participants,” Cabrera said. “We’re looking
to either meet or beat that number.”
The next entry due date is Feb. 20 for the
men’s, women’s and coed softball
intramurals, which will begin play Feb. 24.
In the past there was an entry fee charged
to all those wishing to compete in the
events, but this year participation is the
only commerce accepted by the intramural

coordinators.
“We have charged people entry fees in
the past,” Cabrera said. “But we didn’t
want to do that this semester.”
According to Cabrera a portion of
student services fees are allotted to
Intramurals to support the organization and
choreography of the events, and a certain
number of Intramural events are sponsored
by non-university dollars through
sponsorships. Last semester’s three-onthree basketball competition, which was
held in conjunction with Midnight Madness
and gained sponsorship from Mr. Gatti’s
Pizza, is just one
example of the
marriage between
outside advertisers
and Intramural
events that
Cabrera and
Casares hope to
arrange so as to
strengthen the
quality of their
program.
“We have some
stuff going on
during half time of
the Broncs game
[Saturday the 15th
against
TAMUCC],”
Cabrera said.” It
should give some
students a chance
to win a few
things.”

Intramural Schedule

sports

February 6, 2003

Page 14

Track athletes garner personal records
A number of UTPA track
and field athletes score
personal bests at event
By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
Practice this past week was grueling as
the coaches stepped up the pressure to get
some of our athletes to correct the mistakes
made at last week’s meet.
“Meets are used to see what you have to
improve on in practice to get better,” head
coach Doug Molnar said.
To me this week’s meet was different.
Sam Houston State University reared its
ugly head and showed up in a blur of
orange and white. The rest of the
competition was as fierce as last week with
one small addition - PRESSURE. We were
like gladiators walking into the coliseum some of us would fall into despair, others
of us would ride into victory and glory.
I watched everyone with new eyes as the
competition began. The ring was the same
and the track was the same, but to me
everything was different.
I couldn’t deal with the pressure, and I

cracked immediately. I scratched two
throws and the one throw I did get marked
was mediocre.
The rest of my teammates moved toward
the goal that not many people will ever
reach. In the field events, UTPA was the
leader, and earned the dignity and honor of
placing in the top spots.
Amy Moses once again came out the
victor in the women’s twenty-pound weight
throw. She threw the weight 59 feet 3 1/2
inches, shattering her old school record into
smithereens. It was her personal best, but
Moses fell a few feet shy of qualifying for
Nationals. She did, however, placed in the
shot put competition with a throw of 41
feet, 8 inches.
Deneb De Luna also had an outstanding
performance. She placed third in the weight
throw with a toss of 48 feet. She also
placed fourth in the shot put with a throw
of 42 feet, 6 inches, marking her personal
best.
Patty Villarreal placed 10th in the 5,000meter run with a time of 19:38.50, which is
her personal best.
Newcomer Kathryn Waslen stunned
everyone on the team with her debut race.
She placed seventh in the 5,000-meter run
with a time of 19:00.20.

Margeaux McCarthy placed eighth in the
800-meter run with a time of 2:20.21, and
ran a split of 59 seconds in the 4x400 meter
relay.
The men’s side had an exceptionally
good meet that resulted in several broken
school records.
In the 35-pound throw a new victor was
crowned. Isaac Ybarra won the event with
a toss of 56 feet, 10 inches, breaking a
school record in the process.
Robert Lopez placed second in the
weight throw with a toss of 54 feet and J.C.
Crosby placed sixth with a throw of 42
feet, 5 inches. Crosby also came in eighth
in the shot put with a throw of 47 feet, 4
1/2 inches.
Matt Clinton placed eighth in the long
jump section “B” with a jump of 19 feet, 8
3/4 inches. He also ran a personal best in
the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 8.5
seconds. He vaulted 16 feet 3/4 inches to
complete a solid all-around performance.
The real acknowledgments go to polevaulter Jeff Martial, who disintegrated his
old school record and replaced it with a
new one. This school record vault allowed
him to place third overall, which was a big
improvement from last week when he
finished sixth.

Westly Keating placed first in the 3,000meter run. The All-American keeps
surprising people, as he shattered our last
and final record with a time of 8:32.79.
Hugo Cervantes placed fourth in the
3,000-meter run with a time of 8:49.13. It
was quite an honor to see Hugo and Westly
run, Every lap it seemed as if they were
getting faster and faster.
Most every athlete on our team either
met or broke their personal records. This
meet was very different. Butterflies floated
in and out of my stomach as I realized that
UTPA has potential to make nationals.
Pan Am left its mark Saturday because as
soon as our team entered the track
everyone was speaking our name. Though
some failed and others succeeded I learned
that this life is interesting and love for a
sport will take you a long way.
As we made our way out of the coliseum
and into the roads I finally realized how the
gladiators felt. Opportunity comes and goes
and you may succeed or fail, but your mark
will always last forever.
• Jessica Olivarez is a sophomore
UTPA track and field athlete who
participates in the 20-pound weight
throw.

Tennis teams prepare for
Lady Broncs drop
third straight game full weekend of competition
Women fall to 4-18
after loss to
Louisiana-Lafayette
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
After stringing together a twogame winning streak a couple of
weeks ago, the University of TexasPan American women’s basketball
team has lost its last three games to
fall to 4-18 on the season.
The Lady Bronc’s most recent
loss was a 66-41 thrashing at the
hands of the Louisiana-Lafayette
Ragin’ Cajuns, who were led by
forward Charlotte Green (22
points) and center Sarah Richey (15
points). Louisiana-Lafayette made
45.6 percent of their shots from the
field compared with UTPA’s
miserable 26.8 percent.
Louisiana-Lafayette built up a
26-13 halftime lead after outscoring
Pan Am, 14-2, in the last 10
minutes of the half. Things didn’t
get much better for the slumping
Lady Broncs in the second half.
The Ragin’ Cajuns strong-armed
their way to a 44-22 lead on
strength of a 16-9 run with 11:18
left in the game.
Richey hit a three-pointer with
7:45 left to play and increased the
Ragin’ Cajuns impressive lead to
29 points, 55-26.
Pan Am tried to make a
comeback by outscoring the
visitors in the last portion of the
game 15-11, but it was a little too

late to make amends. The hole that
UTPA had dug themselves in to
was too deep to climb out of and
inevitably lost the game to the
Ragin’ Cajuns who improved to 514.
Senior Alex Gravel led the Lady
Broncs with 10 points and fellow
senior Julie Porter nabbed six
rebounds in the losing battle
against Louisiana-Lafayette.
Prior to Monday night’s loss,
UTPA dropped a hard-fought
contest to the Centenary Ladies,
60-58, last Saturday afternoon in
Shreveport, La.
Although the Lady Broncs
undertook an effort in the second
half to make a run at the lead, the
comeback fell short.
With 2:52 left to play, the Lady
Broncs went to work. Houston
native Naima Williams led the Pan
Am rally sinking three jumpers
during an 8-2 run that pulled Pan
Am within one point of the Ladies,
59-58, with nine seconds
remaining.
But that was all she wrote.
Williams fouled Julie Danieles who
hit one of her two free throws to
give Centenary a 60-58 victory.
UTPA will next face archrival
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi on Feb.
8 at 3 p.m. at the Memorial
Coliseum in Corpus Christi.
In the pair’s previous meeting
this season, the Lady Broncs
defeated the Lady Islanders 64-55
on Jan. 25.
Williams led UTPA in scoring,
racking up 21 points in 34 minutes
of play.

Broncs face tough
Division I foe NMSU, Lady
Broncs meet UTEP

By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
After a week of solid practices, the University
of Texas-Pan American men’s and women’s tennis
teams are set to hit the road for a full weekend of
action.
The Broncs head to La Cruces, NM to face
Abilene Christian on Friday, New Mexico State
University on Saturday and Tennessee Tech on
Sunday. The Lady Broncs make a pit stop in El
Paso to face the Lady Miners Friday before
meeting up with the Broncs in Las Cruces for
matches against New Mexico State and Tennessee
Tech Saturday and Sunday.
Men
“Practice has gone well for the men,” said head
tennis coach Todd Chapman. “We’ve been
working a lot on doubles, knowing we’re going
against three very competitive teams this
weekend. The doubles point will be very crucial.”
The Abilene Christian Wildcats enter the match
at 2-1, including wins over Dallas Baptist
University and Howard Payne at the ACU Men’s
Indoor Classic. The NMSU Aggies have yet to
earn a win in spring competition, suffering
consecutive losses to the University of Utah and
Brigham Young University. The Tennessee Tech
Golden Eagles are 1-2 heading into the weekend
action.
Although all three teams enter the weekend
with mixed records, Chapman feels every match
will come down to the wire.
“All three matches will be close. All of
NMSU’s early-season losses have been against
very good teams,” he said. “NMSU is probably

stronger than the others, but Abilene Christian is a
top Division-II program and will be a tough match
for us also.”
Regardless of the competition his team will
face, Chapman hopes to use the full weekend to
gauge his team’s progression.
“I’m looking forward to this weekend because
we will play three good matches in three straight
days,” he said. “It will be good to see how we
respond to tough matches and pressure situations
as a team. I’m looking forward to seeing where
we are.”
Women

According Chapman, the Lady Broncs have
used the extra week of practice to brush up on
many aspects of team play.
“We’re just trying to get ready and work on a
bit of everything,” he said.
Although UTEP and NMSU enter matches
against the Lady Broncs with a combined record
of 1-3, both are solid Division I programs that
should provide steep competition for the UTPA.
Although tough losses can adversely impact a
team’s confidence, Chapman isn’t worried about
losing matches.
“I think there are more positives than
negatives,” he said. “I’m not a coach that will
schedule matches based on the team I have.
You’ve got to play good teams to get better. If you
ask so-called experts, we would be the underdog
in a lot of our matches, but you can’t duck
opponents or play an easy schedule if you want to
build a good program.”
Chapman has set a goal for the Lady Broncs to
play well, regardless of how a match plays out.
The first-year coach feels there is more to
building a program than tallying wins and losses.
“We want to go in and play better tennis than
we have been and continue to improve,” he said.
“Playing tough competition will prepare us for
other matches we may have down the road. We’re
just focused on trying to play better and improve.”
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Web help is accessible Social work
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
E-mail, shopping, entertainment, and research are
just a few of the uses of the Internet.
With just a touch of a button one can conveniently
catch up with their best friend, find out when a favorite
band is coming to town, take care of banking, or even
conduct a business deal. The information is limitless
and there are no national boundaries. The Internet puts
the world at one’s fingertips.
In the academic world, another on-line facet
becoming popular among professors at the University
of Texas-Pan American is the software Web Course
Tools.
According to Douglas Young, director of the Center
for Distance Leaning (CDL), in Spring 2003 WebCT is
a part of 239 courses, and approximately 25 of those
are completely online. Altogether, the courses enroll
approximately 7,000 students. The numbers are
astounding when compared to those from the Fall 1999
semester, when only 35 students were using WebCT.
“The use of WebCT grows tremendously every
semester,” Young said. It makes it easier for students to
get the courses they need. When they work they can’t
always arrange their school schedules around their
work schedules. It is a matter of convenience.”
WebCT can also be used to enhance traditional
courses.
“WebCT allows for more interaction with
professors,” Young said. “For example, in a music
appreciation class of 75 [students], it is very difficult
for students to communicate with their professors.
WebCT allows for one-to-one interaction.”
In addition to its technological and courseenhancement features, WebCT can also be
implemented to offer exams, pretests, and quizzes.
Notes, syllabi, and assignments can also be posted.
Students can communicate with professors as well as
fellow students.
UTPA assistant music professor Rick Davis uses
WebCT for both his traditional and online Music
Appreciation courses to hold class discussions. He
places questions on WebCT and has each student
answer.
“In every class there are always the leaders and the
shy students. The democracy of WebCT mutes the
leaders and inspires the more shy students,” Davis
said, “The shy folks become bold on WebCT and they
participate in the discussion too, when in the seated
class they do not.”
He finds that using WebCT allows students to
receive more facts on music theater, which is what he
concentrates on teaching. The students who take the
course completely online have multimedia access that
permits them to receive even more information.
“In my class, I cover pieces from the ancient Greeks
to Broadway,” Davis said. “They need to be able to see
and hear musical theater to appreciate it. WebCT
allows for them to do this more than what I can show
them in the classroom. With the online course they
spend more time reading on their own and searching
the Web so they cover more material.”
Davis said there are two myths about courses taught
completely online. It is thought that online courses
take less of the professor’s and students’ time, but he
disagrees.
“The majority of people in administration are under
the impression that online courses free up the
professor’s time, but it actually takes up more time,”
he said. “You have to correspond with students on a
one-to-one basis instead of with the class as a whole at
one time.”
Davis feels that students also have to spend more
time reading and understanding the material because an
instructor is unable to explain it to them verbally.
“If they’ve just gotten home at 11 p.m. after they eat
dinner they can log on,” he said. “They don’t have to
worry about being in class at a certain time. It does not
take less time; it is just when they have the time
available. The idea that it takes professors and students
less time is an error.”

Davis said another misconception about courses
taught completely online is that they lessen interaction
between professor and students.
“That is never going to happen,” he said. “Teacherstudent interaction is just as, if not more, important in
online courses.”
Davis has found that students enjoy taking online
courses and using WebCT as part of traditional courses
because it meets different needs.
“There are a lot of students who are not on campus
very often throughout the day and WebCT gives them
the access they need,” he said. “Also, they can access
it at any time from almost anywhere. However,
students who are computer-illiterate have tremendous
trouble with it.”
For those students who lack the knowledge or skill
to get the most out of WebCT courses, Young said the
CDL offers a live orientation to teach students how to
utilize the plan to its fullest.
“We walk you through how to use the software,”
Young said. “It only takes about half an hour to learn
everything. It is easy stuff.”
Jeff Getchell, assistant director for the Center for
Distance Learning, feels the orientation to WebCT is
an important key in a student’s success with the course.
“Students who get orientated do really well, and are
able to get more from the course,” Getchell said.
“However, those who do not get properly orientated do
not feel comfortable and this effects their learning.”
There is a help desk available by phone during
business hours and online 24 hours a day for students.
The phone number is (956)3812979 and the Web site
address is http://cdl.panam.edu.
Every student can get a free compact disc with
tutorials on the latest software. The CDs are available
at the University Bookstore, library, and at the CDL
located in room 2.124 in the Academic Services
Building.
The center also offers services for faculty include
faculty development workshops, such as Introduction
to WebCT, Teaching Online in Higher Education
available in English and Spanish and Integrating
Frontpage 2000.
The center also teaches professors how to transform
their courses into Web-augmented courses or
completely online ones. There is also an interactive
rubric available to aid faculty in measuring the
teaching effectiveness of online courses.
CDL also provides different types of new media
services to enhance faculty web courses, such as
audio/video production, streaming media and
webcasting, graphic design, and CD-ROM production.
Laptops, cameras, and other productivity tools are
available for checkout to faculty and staff.
Currently the Writing Center has a pilot program
being used by Dr. Karen Taylor’s English 1301 class.
Judy Davidson, Writing Center Director, said if all
goes well with the pilot program, the Writing Center
will offer services by Fall 2003. The Online Writing
Lab (OWL) will be available during the weekend when
the Writing Center is closed.
“If it works out, then the program will enable
students to get mechanical assistance, organizational
assistance and general feedback,” Davidson said. “We
prefer the face-to-face assistance done by our trained
student tutors, but OWL will enable us to help the
students when the Center is closed.”
The Writing Center is open to all students Mondays
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m. to 1 pm.
The CDL is working with the Writing Center to get
OWL underway for all students.
“We hope that the OWL works out so that there will
be more help available to students,” Getchell said. “We
are very anxious to see how it is going to turn out.”
As for the future of WebCT, The CDL expects use of
the system to increase rapidly. Davis said that the CDL
is fundamental for providing online courses at UTPA.
“We are in a really wonderful position to have the
Center for Distance Learning to get courses online
because it organizes the system and educates the
faculty and students. Other universities do not have
such a thing,” he said.

is mixed bag

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Bruce Friedman knows the difference between doing business and
helping people, and he’s trying to take that message of duality and
run with it.
The associate professor and chair of the Department of Social
Work arrived at the University of Texas-Pan American in Fall 2001.
He has practiced social work and developed and directed programs
around the country and in Canada. In September 2001 he was elected
treasurer of the National Network of Social Work Managers.
According to the winter 2002 issue of Social Work Executive, the
network’s quarterly newsletter, the NNSWM is the only professional
organization in America that dedicates itself to equipping managers
to become “humanistic leaders.” It consists of 350 individuals and
about 20 institutions such as social work agencies, and organizations.
“Before 1985 there were a number of human service organizations
that were being ran by businessmen, because not many social
workers were going into administration,” Friedman said. “They were
individuals who do not have the background to deal with human
services. They are money people not human people.”
In 1985 the NNSWM was founded and in 1988 it was
incorporated in Washington, DC. In 1994 the Institute of the National
Network for Social Work Managers was incorporated into the
network as a non-profit organization and serves as the educational
and research branch of the NNSWM, which Friedman is a part of.
The network provides the certified social work manager credential to
social workers. There are currently about 150 members who are
CSWM’s.
“Our CSWM credential is continuing to gain prominence. Several
universities have expressed interest in how they might incorporate
the CSWM into their graduate programs,” said Mary Oldiges,
CSWM and NNSWM President, in the winter 2002 issue of Social
Work Executive.
Friedman feels that the NNSWM has helped create social work
managers who have leadership skills and understand human needs.
“The have a greater sensitivity,” Friedman said. “The network is
important because it provides knowledge, skills, and ethical behavior.
It has established social workers in the role of management.”
Friedman began his career in social work as a group worker in
1974. He worked with children, adolescence, and families. He
developed a family-life education program. After two years he began
to work on his master’s degree.
“They thought I was pretty good at it so they said, ‘you should go
get your masters,’” Friedman said.
While attending the George Warren Brown School of Social Work
in Washington University, he specialized in families and substance
abuse and received awards for programs he developed for retarded
citizens and Russian immigrants. In 1982 he directed one of the five
best singles programs in the United States. Friedman has also worked
with single-parent, divorced, senior citizen, and Housing Authority
programs, some of which he developed himself. In the late 1980s he
moved to Calgary, Alberta, Canada to become associate director of a
community counseling center.
While teaching courses in different universities he worked on his
dissertation. titled “No Place Like Home,” about homeless shelters, a
work which was supported by United Way. He has taught in several
universities, including Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, University of Akron, and Sacred Heart University in
Connecticut. He currently is teaching the undergraduate social work
course called “Integrative Seminar” and the graduate course
“Advanced Field Practicum 2” at UTPA.
While living in the Valley Friedman has had to deal with culture
differences. He said as an Anglo, he is now in the minority, as 85
percent of the area is Hispanic. The veteran social worker has also
found several key issues he feels should be addressed.
“There seems to be a substance-abuse problem. There is also a lot
of domestic abuse, which is sometimes perceived as acceptable
because of the culture and machismo,” Friedman said. “I have
noticed that there is not a high value on higher education here,” he
said. “Then there is the border issue. There seems to be an attitudinal
difference in the way the U.S. deals with the Canada border and the
Mexico border. It probably has to do with the way the two places
were settled.“
The UTPA Department of Social Work currently aids several
social work organizations and programs in Hidalgo County.
“There are agencies looking at the university for leadership and
soon we will work with Cameron County as well,” Friedman said.
“There is a high need in the Valley. I always tell potential faculty that
if they feel they need to make a difference, this is the place.”
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Do you think the US
should continue manned
space exploration?
Christian Barajas
Dietetics
Sophomore
Yes, because man needs to continue with
space-related research.

Frank Sepulveda
Physics
Graduate
Yes. They should continue manned space
missions, however, NASA, seriously
needs to revamp their equipment;
particularly the space shuttle itself.

Kevin Coleman
Physics/Mathematics
Junior/Senior
Yes, because it is in our nature to
always look beyond the horizon. To
deny exploration is to deny a part of
our humanity.

Ernesto Banda
Art
Sophomore
I believe so ... because there’s no
point in quitting after failure
especially with something so
unexplored as space.

Union memorial
assuages grief
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

When the United States sent seven
astronauts into outer space on the
Columbia space shuttle, citizens expected
and assumed the crew would return to
Earth safely.
Tragically, on Saturday morning
America lost the Columbia as well as those
on board during its reentry into Earth’s
atmosphere. As a shocked nation tries to
cope with the trauma of the accident,
students and staff at the University of
Texas-Pan American are grieving in their
own ways. In an effort to help students
and faculty cope with the Columbia
tragedy, the Student Union hosted a
memorial service for the Columbia crew in
the Student Union Theatre during
Tuesday’s activity period.
As those in attendance watched footage
of the memorial at the Johnson Space
Center, some thought about the effect the
Columbia disaster will have on the nation
and the world.
“I’d like to think of the Student Union
as a place where the campus community
can receive information that is affecting
not only their lives, but the countries as
well,” said Sam Smith, director of the
Student Union. “I consider this event
we’re holding as an observation of
NASA’s memorial.”
When Smith first learned of the
Columbia, it reminded him of the
Challenger crash on Jan. 31, 1986, and
believed others would draw the same
parallel.
Junior accounting major Amanda
Cordona agreed and also recalled what
happened nearly 20 years ago.
“I was in shock when I found out about
the accident. It seemed to be a repeat of
what happened in the ‘80s,” she said. “It’s
really sad that the people died, but they led
a noble life.”
The shuttle crew included Col. Rick
Husband, Lt. Col. Michael Anderson,
Cmdr. Laurel Clark, Capt. David Brown,
Cmdr. William McCool, Dr. Kalpana
Chawla and Ilan Ramon, a colonel in the
Israeli Air Force.
Crystal Flores, a sophomore premed
major, feels that this incident should
incline NASA to reevaluate its programs.
She thinks instead of sending humans on

RETENTION
Elizabeth Ortega
Art
Freshman
No, because I think America should solve
their troubles on Earth first
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every mission, NASA should consider
sending robots or machinery that would be
capable of completing the tasks humans
currently risk their lives to undertake.
“What exactly are we looking for? The
price of sending humans into space is not
only expensive but dangerous as well,”
Flores said. “I think it would be cheaper
and safer if people don’t go to space unless
they absolutely have to.”
To wit, NASA has instituted an
investigation into the tragedy.
Smith feels that humans will always be
inquisitive about discovering new things
and shouldn’t stop researching.
“I’m still young enough to believe that
going into space is [important],” Smith
said. “I consider it to be like Marco Polo
going to Asia whenever they go into space.
It’s about exploring the unknown and
trying to understand things that are bigger
than us.”
Junior Gaby Perez, president of the
University Program Board, often attends
events hosted by the Student Union.
“It saddens me to hear about tragedies
like this because I feel like we lost people
who made an important impact and have
touched society,” Perez said. “I am so glad
that we are having a memorial to know
that we should continue with these projects
and send citizens to assist society and all.”
President George W. Bush spoke highly
of the seven astronauts during the televised
memorial, personalizing them to give the
nation the opportunity to understand who
these people were, and why they would
risk their lives in the pursuit of knowledge
and scientific discovery.
“Our whole nation was blessed to have
such men and women serving in our space
program,” Bush said. “Their loss is deeply
felt, especially in this place where so many
of you called them friends, the people in
NASA are being tested once again.”
Bush concluded his speech by reassuring
the public that the crew of the Columbia
did not die in vain.
“The final days of their own lives were
spent looking down upon this earth, and
now, on every continent, in every land they
can see, the names of these astronauts [are]
known and remembered,” he said. “They
will always have an honored place in the
memory of this country, and today, I offer
the respect and gratitude of the people of
the United States.”

continued from page 1

activities,” Broshears said. “They are also
assigned a mentor who stays with them
throughout there first year of college.”
Edwards also stated that all tutorial
services and the Writing Center contribute
to the retention of entering freshmen.
“The Writing Center offers peer tutoring
for the beginning writer and advanced
writer,” said Judy Davidson, director of
the University Writing Center. “It’s a
relaxed, friendly environment and find that
they come back over and over.”
The writing center does not have a
special program designated for the
retention of entering freshmen or all
students, but Davidson said the center has
another way of helping students.
“If a student is feeling frustrated about a

class, it is so easy for the student to just
give up,” Davidson said. “The writing
center is there to help and can give the
student the encouragement they need to
stay in the class.”
There are several programs used by the
university to increase the probability that
entering students will continue their
college careers and eventually graduate.
Sometimes, these programs are
supplemented by one-time events targeted
at students who have not yet become
students.
For example, a group of Valley high
school seniors will converge on the
campus Feb. 22 for a leadership
conference where columnist Molly Ivins
will be the keynote speaker.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Argentina Drops
Mexico
Mexico lost to Argentina 1-0, in
an international friendly Tuesday
night at the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum that put a damper on the
debut of Mexico’s new head coach
Ricardo Antonio Lavolpe, who is
himself an Argentinian. Argentina’s
Gonzalo Rodriguez scored the lone
goal of the match in the 14th
minute.
Argentina will play against the
USA this Saturday in Miami. The
game is to be held at 2:30 p.m.
CST.

NHL Record
Broken
Twenty-two year-old Danny
Heatley made history Sunday when
he broke the record for being the
youngest player to ever score a hattrick in an NHL All-Star game. The
record, previously held by Wayne
“The Great One” Gretzky, was bested by one day when Heatley picked
up his third goal of the game off of
a Olli Jokkinen pass 2:47 into the
second period. Heatley went on to

net a fourth goal later in that same
period, and assisted on a Jokkinen
goal in the third, giving him five
points for the game, and tying him
with the all-time single-game points
scored in an All-Star game. Heatley,
who plays for the Atlanta
Thrashers, was named Rookie of
the Year last season, and is regarded
as one of the best young players in
the game.

Correction
In the Jan. 30 issue of The Pan
American, there was a typographical error in regard to the pitcher
who started for the Broncs against
the South West Texas Cougars on
Feb. 1. Travis Parker, the only senior pitcher on the Bronc squad, was
incorrectly referred to as Trey
Parker. Trey Parker is the name of
one of the creators of “South Park,”
and “Baseketball.” And while Trey
Parker has a small and comical
affiliation to the sport, he does not
play for UTPA. We sincerely apologized to Travis Parker, and will be
more attentive to such details in
forthcoming issues.
NOTE: Travis Parker picked up his
first win of the season against SWT.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports
and arts and entertainment reporters to
audition this semester for full-time and
volunteer positions throughout the
spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports
editor Brian Carr or A&E editor Ashley
Brooks at 381-2546.
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Weekly research series continuing

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

With the complete mapping of the human
genome in the spring of 2000, new medical
knowledge and possibilities will soon be
available.
Scientific researchers are working to
uncover the meaning of specific genetic
sequences and genetic testing can already
reveal the predisposition to some diseases,
such as breast cancer and Alzheimer’s. Genetic
science offers the hope of prevention,
treatment, and cures, but the affect genetic
information will have on society is unknown.
Do people really want to know their
personal genetic profiles? Do employers and
insurance companies have the right to know?
How will loved ones react to information
about one’s future questionable health?
These are some of the questions that will be
the center of tonight’s “Research Revolution:
Science and the Shaping of Modern Life”
session.
The Research Revolution is a six-part
viewing and discussion series hosted by the
University of Texas-Pan American Library.
The University Library is one of 50 libraries
nationwide selected to host the program, which
is designed to encourage the understanding of
scientific discovery and technological
transformation in the 20th century.
All films and discussions will be held each
Thursday from 7-9 p.m. in the University
Library’s Media Theater.
Robert Kargon from the Department of
History of Science, Medicine, and Technology
at John Hopkins University, wrote the
introduction to the Research Revolution. In it,

session. He feels that the topics discussed
he explains that the goal-directed scientific
throughout the Research Revolution are ethical
research that began a century and a half ago
and political issues that student’s should be
has directly impacted everyday life.The
educated about.
discoveries have raised new questions and
“It is the world that your inheriting,” he said.
problems.
“It will govern how your life goes. The
“The film/discussion series, the Research
scientific knowledge that will soon be
Revolution, will provide a historical
perspective and contemporary context for these available is amazing and we need to know how
to respond.”
critically important scientific/social issues,”
“Our Genes, Our
Kargon wrote.
Choices: Who gets to
“Understanding the
know?” running 57
historical evolution and
minutes, is tonight’s
the contemporary
Understanding the
feature presentation.
character of the
historical evolution and the
Moderator Arthur
Research Revolution
contemporary character of
Miller, a professor at
will enable us as citizens
the Research Revolution will
Harvard Law School,
to deal more effectively
enable us as citizens to deal
leads the intense and
with the new choices
more effectively with the
often humorous
that rapid scientific
new choices that rapid
discussion about the
change brings.”
scientific change brings.
problems and
The first session was
questions raised by
held Jan. 23 and
- Robert Kargon,
genetic information to
featured the film, “I am
Dept. of Science, Medicine & Technology
a group of 13
Become Death: They
at John Hopkins University
distinguished panelists.
Made the Bomb,” which
Among them are
discusses the atomic
Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer,
age. The second session was held Jan. 30 and
director of the Institute for Bioethics Mark A.
featured the film, “Into the Body,” which
Rothstein, professor of neuropsychology at
discussed robotics. Approximately 25 people
Columbia University and president of the
attended each of the first two sessions.
Hereditary Disease Foundation Nancy C.
“Our capacity is a lot higher, so we’re
Wexler.
hoping that more students attend the next
Other participants are from the fields of
session,” John Asbell, reference librarian said.
adoption, law, genetics, employment, media
“These subjects are important for students to
and medicine.
think about. They will affect their lives at one
The next session will be Feb. 13 and will
point or another. They can discuss the issues
feature the film, “The Gene Squad,” and
with Dr. Pearson and each other.”
discuss forensics. On Feb. 20, “What’s Up
Dr. Thomas Pearson, Associate Professor of
with the Weather?” a film that covers the
Philosophy, will lead the discussions at each
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affects of global warming, will be presented.
The last session in the series will held Feb. 27
and will discuss biodiversity. The featured film
will be “Natural Connections.”
The Research Revolution has been
organized by National Video Resources, a notfor-profit organization whose goal is to
promote public awareness of and access to
both independently produced films and the
American Library Association, with a focus on
linking libraries and communities in an effort
to make libraries cultural centers.
The project is being funded by the National
Science Foundation, an independent
government agency responsible for promoting
science and engineering.
Locally, the UTPA Friends of the Library is
also funding the refreshments and publicity for
the Research Revolution. Friends of the
Library was established in 1994 to promote the
University Library as a community resource.
In the past, the organization has purchased
books, computers, and special collections and
has sponsored cultural programs and special
events.
“The Research Revolution deals with some
of the newest scientific advancements and the
Friends of the Library likes being involved in
getting the latest information out to UTPA
faculty, staff, students, and the community,”
said Virginia Haynie Gause, systems librarian
and chair of Friends of the Library.
The Research Revolution sessions are free
and open to the community. Free parking is
available in parking Lot A and Lot A6 by the
new Visitors Center, and refreshments will be
provided.
For more information about the Research
Revolution and highlighted issues, log on to

February 6, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

Campus Greek scene
part of national trend

By CELESTE Y. TELLO
The Pan American

In some ways, Greek organizations at
UTPA are like those around the country, but
are also somewhat different from those at
other schools, especially when it comes to
numbers.
Raul Moreno, coordinator of Student
Development, said that there are only 10
official Greek organizations on campus. The
Honors Society and several business
organizations employ letters of the Greek
alphabet as identifiers for others to know they
are an organization.
“There are only a few Greek organizations
that follow the Greek system,” he said. “The
other organizations may use Greek letters, but
they don’t follow the system.”
Fraternities and sororities following the
Greek system at UTPA include: Sigma
Lambda Gamma, Kappa Delta Chi, Delta
Zeta, The Tau Heta Epsilon, Delta Upsilon,
Omega Delta Phi, Phi Kappa Theta, Tau
Kappa Epsilon, Phi Sigma Kappa and Sigma
Lambda Beta.
The number of active sorority and fraternity
members at UTPA varies dramatically from
similar organizations at UT-Austin and UTTyler.
With 14,300 students currently enrolled at
UTPA, there are only 10 Greek organizations,
four sororities and six fraternities. Each of
these organizations averages anywhere from
eight to nine members for sororities and from
18 to 22 members for fraternities.

At UT-Tyler, where the enrollment is at
about 4,250, there are no social Greek
organizations listed in the student
organizations directory Those numbers are
dramatically lower than the ones for UTAustin, where the enrollment at the nation’s
largest university exceeds 50,000 students.
There there are 14 active social Greek
organizations, 10 fraternities and four are
social sororities. There are dozens more other
types of non-social Greek organizations.
Although there is some Greek activity at
UTPA, the trend seems to have a stronger
following at universities with larger
enrollments like UT-Austin. But that fact did
not stop a number of Greek organizations at
UTPA from recruiting new members during
Rush Week.
Steve Rios, president of Sigma Lambda
Beta, is one of the brothers looking to recruit
worthy pledges to join his fraternity.
“Our purpose is to attract people who have
the desire to be in an organization that is
ready to mold leaders and supports the
mindset of graduating from a university to
enhance our culture and the world,” he said.
Sigma Lambda Beta, like many other
Greek organizations, places stringent
requirements on those looking to enter
brotherhood.
“The requirements to begin the journey into
our brotherhood are to be a full time student
with a minimum GPA of 2.5,” Rios said.
“Along with that, we require cultural and
three community service projects to be
undertaken.”

BUDGET
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seven percent of the general revenue to the
state, while next year it is likely that there
will be a 12.5-percent cut in general
revenue equaling around $6.1 million.
Gonzalez is one of the administrators in
the midst of developing plans regarding
the 2004 fiscal year budget, although no
specific decisions have been finalized.
A university official who wished to
remain anonymous said that though the
university is prepared to deal with a budget
cut brought on by state overspending and
the weak economy, the drawbacks are
large. Hopefully some of the drastic ones
will be avoided.
“We do not want to allow faculty, clerks,
secretaries or work-study students to lose
their positions,” the administrator said.
“There are some necessities that we are
going to have to do without. The
renovation of buildings is going to
postponed, computer and equipment will
not be updated, and some faculty members
may not have the support to work on their
research. Some operating costs are
planning to be cut, which means that
things like paper, storage area, or desks
will have to limited in the use by faculty
members.”
The most potentially outrageous, yet
unlikely outcomes of the budget cut
include the canceling of certain courses,
causing students to remain undergraduates
for a longer period of time, and even the
possibility of the cancellation of a summer
session.
Dean John Emery of the College of
Business Administration feels that the plan
to cut summer school will not make much
sense due to the money the university can
make if the summer classes are scheduled
in a proper manner.
“If we lose a summer session, that could
slow up students' progress toward
graduation,” Emery said. “We do not want
to see our students taking more time to
earn their degrees.”
In addition, with the high numbers of
students attending the summer session
many students who could graduate in the
summer will be returning for the fall
semester. With budget constraints it will
be more difficult to accommodate these
students plus new students.
Emery is not a stranger to handling
budget cuts, so as stressful as this one is
going to be, he's prepared to handle it the
best way the college can expect.
“The cut for our college is in the
neighborhood of around $450,000 so we
are dealing with a large enough cut that it
will have some negative effects on the
college,” Emery said. “We have been able
to absorb some of the cut due to positions
that didn't get filled at the beginning of the
budget year, a retirement in January, and a
resignation after the fall semester. The
college has not refilled those positions thus
allowing us to use that money as part of
the cut.”
With the budget crunch coming to the
UT System, Chancellor Mark Yudof is
allowing different universities in the
system to handle the cut in different ways.
Emery says that if the legislature approves
a pending bill, larger universities such as
UT-Austin could handle the budget crisis
by simply increasing the amount of tuition
and fees charged students.
“One proposal is just to keep raising
tuition. I don't like that approach but I
think it is a reality we will have to deal
with.” he said. “When looking at our
students, they don't come from a
background that would allow them to
absorb large increases in tuition or fees.
Texas as a state has low tuitions at its

public universities when compared to
states such as Indiana or Michigan.”
Students in states with higher per capita
incomes like Michigan and Indiana may be
better able to handle tuition increases if a
budget cut imposed. Their economic base
is growing slowly, resulting in fewer
students seeking to enroll in college,
unlike faster growing states Texas.
Gonzalez agrees that the economy has
affected the nation, state and institutions of
higher learning but feels the governor and
state leadership have rightfully called on
all government agencies to help with the
deficit. He trusts that the leadership of the
university will be able to overcome the
budget situation.
“I actually feel quite proud that
everyone, from student organizations to
departments to individuals, sees this as a
collective challenge,” he said. “I feel quite
confident that our institution is wellprepared and will be able to weather this
financial storm.
“I am truly grateful that Dr. Nevárez has
been able to shape a strategy for this
institution that addresses such apparently
opposing forces; Keeping the institution
affordable while at the same time making
dramatic improvements in programs,
infrastructure and in the quality of faculty
that we have been able to attract and
retain.”
Gonzalez feels that compared to some
institutions that have been overly liberal
with their finances, UTPA is coming at this
from a position of strength thanks to
Nevárez.
“The university community will work
together to meet the challenge and some
day this will be behind us,” he said.
OTHER STRATEGIES FOR CRISIS
MANAGEMENT
As dean of the College of Social
Behavioral and Sciences, Homer Garcia
has had his hands full with the task of
trying to determine where the college can
cut at least $200,000 without affecting the
department drastically.
“It’s been a lot of work and a tough
thing to do, but Dr. Nevárez has been very
open to the opinions and suggestions of all
the administrators,” Garcia said. “I’ve
personally offered to give back some of
my salary and teach classes for free if it
allows at least that much money not to be
removed from the college.”
“I’m constantly thinking of ways to cut
the budget without letting anyone go,
impacting the quality of the student’s
education and allow my faculty to continue
with their research,” he said. “I admire my
fellow administrators and professors,
people have been very corporative and
shared concern for the university and
making sacrifices to solve the problems.”
With the university growing at such a
fast rate the budget cut might have an
effect on the rising number, which topped
out at 14,200 this week, but Garcia
considers it unlikely that the crisis will
stop the enrollment increase.
“This region is one of the fastest
growing places along with the Dallas and
Houston areas, so it can’t help but grow.
We just have to keep faith that it will keep
up over this period of time. It’s possible
for the next year or two to be slow in
growth, but nether the less there will be
growth.”
“I hope students won’t lose faith,
employees won’t panic, or that good
people will leave. We can make ends meet,
there is no need for panic among people,
and we will be able to keep our enrollment
up.”
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The

CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Josefina Ibarra
Sophomore
Dietetics
CD: “Santo Pecado” by Ricardo Arjona
Movie: “My Best Friend’s Wedding”
Book: “100 Years of Solitude” by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez

Hazel Herrera
Junior
Art/Physics
CD: Facundo Cabral
Movie: “Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark”
Book: “The Labyrinth of Solitude” by Octavio Paz

Reid Etheridge
Senior
Math
CD: “The Kill You EP” by Darling Violette
Movie: “Good Will Hunting”
Book: “Have Space Suit, Will Travel” by Robert
Heinlein
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Around
Town

FOR

By: Dägoberto Pérez
Under any other circumstance, I would side with the
Democratic wave I normally ride with, but because I value my ideals
and respect the nation that has given me so much, I must adamantly
side with the Elephants that now control our government.
Saddam Hussein would see the nation we call home crumble,
destroyed and the people all around us dead. Anyone who
feels that Hussein does not represent a clear and
present danger is not aware of the chaos and
misery he has inflicted on his very people, the
very people he is said to protect who are
dying or have died at his hands.
So what’s to stop him from killing
the “Infidels” of America? United Nations
workers who dilly-dally with pre-sanitized
factories and pre-polished palaces are not
-Saint Augustine
going to find a smoking gun because that gun
was fired long ago and the smoke around it has
disappeared and is no more.
During President Bush’s State of the Union
Address, allegations were made and action against Hussein seems
justifiable. Aside from the fact that he has not complied with the UN,
aside from that fact that he has murdered his own people, and aside
from the fact that he has vowed to destroy America, we must boot the
dictator out of power because he is promoting the destruction of
America to other Arab Nations.
Wednesday, Secretary of State Colin Powell presented
declassified evidence to the UN in hopes of getting the UN’s approval
for military action against Iraq. Powell stated that Saddam had ties
with Usama bin Laden's terror network and was hiding weapons of
mass destruction. “These are not assertions” said Powell. “Saddam
and his regime are busy doing all they possibly can to ensure [UN]
inspectors succeed in finding absolutely nothing.”
In then end, Saddam would like nothing more than to see Lady
Liberty crumble and our nation fall to its knees. We cannot allow him
to do this. Sending America’s fighters will surely bring the very terror
he would have us feel to his own back door.
The Iron Fist that Saddam Hussein wears must be burned and
reduced to scraps. Then, and only then will the people of Iraq and the
rest of the world realize the evil that WAS Saddam Hussein.

“The
purpose of
all war is
ultimately
peace”

AGAINST

By: Arianna Vazquez
Total control of the oil industry and the desire for monetary power
are what may drag the United States to war with Iraq.
Going to war with Iraq will not only devastate the country itself,
but the world. It will be a war that is not needed and will only hurt citizens
who do not deserve to suffer and in some occasions die in the line of duty.
According to Samuel Freeman, a UTPA political science
professor, Bush and his administration has come nowhere close to making
a valid case in order to attack Iraq. He believes the American people have
been told lies and what Secretary of State Colin Powell shows as evidence
of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq is not irrefutable proof. Those
pictures do not reveal or disprove anything.
Sept. 11 was an excuse for President Bush to start a conflict that
could destroy American lives as well as hurt the U.S. economically. It
is not a matter of defending America's national security from terrorism
anymore, but of obtaining the power, money, and strength to rule the
world. Like Freeman pointed out, Sept. 11 gave Bush in his mind a
blank check to do whatever he wanted.
Who are we, the United States, to be disarming other nations—
especially Iraq—when we gave them the weapons we so longfully
desire to get back? U.S. leaders should have thought of that in the first
place, because we helped Saddam Hussein go to war with Iran and we
provided him with the equipment and weapons in the 1980s.
Concerning the issue of oil, Freeman pointed out that Bush is the
puppet of the oil industry and will attack countries that deny the U.S. the
chance to obtain it.
Therefore being the leader of one of the most important, if not the
most important, nation in the world should let Bush know that the money
and power oil might bring to the U.S. does not compare with the lives that
might be lost because of his selfishness.
The American people who oppose the war have held rallies to
promote peace, and let leaders know we oppose the war, but the rallies
have not been reported as they should. As Freeman commented, Bush
should be forced to listen to the American people. It is his duty to provide
for the well-being and desire of all of the citizens of the United States. He
is in office to serve us, and if we get together he should listen.
Instead, the U.S. and its leaders are helping the citizens of this
country suffer more than they should. A war with Iraq is not the answer to
a lot of problems and questions surrounding our country. The president
and his people should think of other alternatives, or as Freeman
commented, the war will be his check to implement global empire and
turn the U.S. into a police state.
The United Nations and most U.S. allies have that mentality and
hope that if given more time, UN weapon inspectors could help avoid war.
But President Bush and his people do not want to wait and try to solve the
problems peacefully, and have said repeatedly that with or without allies,
America will disarm Iraq using military force.
No soldier should be sent to nourish the ego of a president who
thinks of power before considering the well-being of the American people.

Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016
Music Concerts
Feb. 8-9 at 2 p.m.
Place: UTPA Fine Arts
Auditorium
Event: The UTPA Latin
Salsa Band and Mariachi
will perform tropical and
salsa musical pieces
together, joined by the
UTPA Mariachi Feminil and
the Sol y Luna Dance
Club.
Phone: (956) 381-3471
Price: $5 at the door.
Guerrero Viejo
Feb. 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 South
Kansas, Weslaco
Info: Glenn Housley, a
photographer and
historian, will tell the story
of Guerrero Viejo, the
historic Mexican border
city which was covered by
water from Falcon Dam,
and will also show rare
slides from both before
and after the waters
destroyed the city.
Phone: (956) 968-9142
Price: Donations
accepted.
Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974

From left to right,
Rebekah Quintero,
Erica Garcia and Sara
Sanchez.
Aaron Lozano
The Pan American

Alegria takes to stage
UTPA Folkloric Dance
Company prepares for
annual performances

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

Alegria, no other term could
be used for a dance performance
like this with so much color,
drama, and excitement. It’s a
Spanish term used for
happiness, joy and pride, but
this month’s performance will
give the word a grander
meaning.
“The whole thing is joyous,
festive and colorful,” Silvia
Briales said. Briales is one of
the show’s veterans and is a
kinesiology/dance major, “even
the audience is always very
excited and eager to watch.”
The UTPA Folkloric Dance
Company performs this show
twice a year in attempt to tap
the culture that is very
dominant here in the valley.
“It’s a way in which we are
able to educate everyone about
our school and culture through
dance and music,” said Frank
Munoz, co-director of Alegria.
His wife, Mary Munoz is
Alegria’s other director and has
seen many positive effects to
the show’s growth, “the
program has grown so much,
we have a waiting list. So
many people want to join.”
Freshman Alegria performer,
Rebekah Quintero is one of the
three new comers to
Aaron Lozano/The Pan American Alegria.“It’s an indescribable
Rebekah Quintero, of the UTPA Folkloric Dance
feeling because you put in
Company, practices for the upcoming shows.
countless amounts of hours into

the show and performing the end
result is awesome,” Quintero said,
“and with a show like Alegria,
you can see how proud we are of
our heritage.”
Spanish major, Edgar Ibarra
fans himself from the exhaustion
of Tamaulipas Norte, a section of
the show that requires a lot of
energy.
“I like this show because it’s a
very challenging show. We have
a lot of new dancers with a lot of
new pieces,” he said, “I put all I
have in every rehearsal and I am
very confident performing in front
of an audience. It’s a great feeling
when the audience [applauds] and
tells you how amazing the show
was.”
Alegria features several
sections of Mexico and their
culture through dance and
music.Its fun to watch and
educational at the same time,”
Ibarra said.
“Norte is my favorite because it
is very upbeat,” Quintero said,
“every section is so exciting and
you realize how amazing and
different every part of Mexico is.”
Mary Munoz, co-director of
Alegria says that coming to show
like this is very important, “Id
love to see everybody come out to
see the show because it can be a
very eye-opening experience,
especially for someone who
hasn’t been exposed to a show
like this.”
In past years, Alegria has been
very popular with Winter Texans.

“We can always depend on the
Winter Texans to come and enjoy
the show,” Munoz said, “but I
would definitely like to see more
Valley people and students come
and enjoy it.”
A section of Alegria was
performed at the American
College Dance Festival in
Houston and received high
regards to their focus on folkloric
dancing.
“We had a very good response.
This is the first time we were able
to take part in something like this
because we are just now offering
a dance major,” Frank Munoz
said, “We stole the show.”

ALEGRIA
2002-03
WHEN: Feb. 14, 7
p.m., Feb. 15-16, 2
p.m., Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,
Feb. 22-23, 2 p.m.
WHERE: UTPA Fine
Arts Auditorium
TICKETS: $8 in
advance, $10 at the
door.
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STUDENTARTCORNER
Art by sophomore nursing major Cameron Lacy

(Left) - “It was done with
pastels. The inspiration
behind it was when I was
living in Kansas City a
tornado hit. After the
storm, that is what the
sky and the trees looked
lke.”

Latin Comedy Project/ Special to The Pan American
From left to right, Erica Saenz, Nick Walker, Mical Trejo.

(Below) - “It is a drawing
of my brother (Ben) when
he was eight. It was also
done with pastels.”

CINE EL REY
Location: 311 S. 17th St.,
McAllen
Tickets: $15

Comedy troupe, comprised of several Valley natives,
brings performances to local theater
Get ready to laugh, because the
award-winning sketch comedy
ensemble The Latin Comedy
Project will be visiting the Rio
Grande Valley to perform a series
of sketches.
According to Luis Munoz,
owner of Cine El Rey, the LCP
will be performing at his theater
Friday and Saturday night at 8
p.m. Munoz said he is very
excited and plans to have other
comedy shows like this every
month.
"I think it is great," Munoz said.
"Everything that I have seen and
heard from them is extremely
funny."
Adrian Villegas, artistic director
LCP performer, said he is thrilled
because this will be the first time
the show will be performed in the
Valley. Villegas, who has been
with the LCP for five years, said
the comedy troupe is looking
forward to the performance
because of the type of audience
the group will perform for.
"McAllen is a big thing for us,"

Villegas said. "We are excited
because the people who will
attend the show are going to be
our ideal audience."
The show will feature sketches
such as a game show called
"Desgraciados,” where two

“

We are excited
because the
people who will
attend the show
are going to be
our ideal
audience.
- Adrian Villegas,
artistic director

“

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

married Latina women will
discover how well they know
their spouses. Another sketch will
re-enact the story of the Mexican
folk tale "La Llorona." The sketch
will be in tune with The Knack’s
"My Sharona."

"Some of the show will also be
in film that we shot previously,"
said Erica Saenz, LCP actress.
"The sketch will be bilingual and
some of it we are going to do in
Spanish."
For some performers, this show
will be a welcome home
performance. Saenz, who is a
Valley native, said she is also
excited to perform in McAllen
because it will be her first time
performing for a hometown
crowd.
Saenz, who was born in Pharr
but was raised in Edinburg, said
she moved out of the Valley when
she graduated from high school.
She received a bachelor’s degree
in theater from the University of
Texas at Austin.
"I now live in Los Angeles. I
am doing as many as productions
that I can," Saenz said. "I love to
do work for a show."
The LCP has performed shows
throughout the United States and
Canada. According to Villegas,
The LCP has performed in cities
such as San Francisco and
Vancouver. He said although they
had a diverse audience, writers of

the show were able to rephrase
the sketches so the audience could
understand.
"We knew we were going to
have different audience," said
Villegas. "If we used really heavy
Spanish sketches, then a lot of the
humor would have been lost."
The LCP, who is sponsored by
Austin’s premier bilingual theater
company Teatro Humanidad, has
received many positive reviews,
including glowing pieces in
Entertainment Weekly and The
Austin Chronicle.
Hector Saldana from
Entertainment Weekly said in his
review, "The LCP is best
described as a combination of oldschool laughs with a touch of hiphop edginess that brings a fresh,
distinctly Tejano slant to a laugh
industry so dominated by East and
West Coast types."
Tickets for the show go on sale
today at 10:30 a.m at the Cine El
Rey. According to Munoz, the
theater seats a limited number of
audience members, so purchasing
tickets early may be a necessity
for those interested in seeing the
show.

Latino Comedy Project: 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 7-Saturday,
Feb. 8

(Below) - Backrow,
from left to right,
Omar Gallaga, Adrian
Villegas, Patricia
Arredondo, Mical
Trejo, Nick Walker,
front row, left to right,
Karinna Perez,
Joaquin Villareal.
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Around
Town

FOR

By: Dägoberto Pérez
Under any other circumstance, I would side with the
Democratic wave I normally ride with, but because I value my ideals
and respect the nation that has given me so much, I must adamantly
side with the Elephants that now control our government.
Saddam Hussein would see the nation we call home crumble,
destroyed and the people all around us dead. Anyone who
feels that Hussein does not represent a clear and
present danger is not aware of the chaos and
misery he has inflicted on his very people, the
very people he is said to protect who are
dying or have died at his hands.
So what’s to stop him from killing
the “Infidels” of America? United Nations
workers who dilly-dally with pre-sanitized
factories and pre-polished palaces are not
-Saint Augustine
going to find a smoking gun because that gun
was fired long ago and the smoke around it has
disappeared and is no more.
During President Bush’s State of the Union
Address, allegations were made and action against Hussein seems
justifiable. Aside from the fact that he has not complied with the UN,
aside from that fact that he has murdered his own people, and aside
from the fact that he has vowed to destroy America, we must boot the
dictator out of power because he is promoting the destruction of
America to other Arab Nations.
Wednesday, Secretary of State Colin Powell presented
declassified evidence to the UN in hopes of getting the UN’s approval
for military action against Iraq. Powell stated that Saddam had ties
with Usama bin Laden's terror network and was hiding weapons of
mass destruction. “These are not assertions” said Powell. “Saddam
and his regime are busy doing all they possibly can to ensure [UN]
inspectors succeed in finding absolutely nothing.”
In then end, Saddam would like nothing more than to see Lady
Liberty crumble and our nation fall to its knees. We cannot allow him
to do this. Sending America’s fighters will surely bring the very terror
he would have us feel to his own back door.
The Iron Fist that Saddam Hussein wears must be burned and
reduced to scraps. Then, and only then will the people of Iraq and the
rest of the world realize the evil that WAS Saddam Hussein.

“The
purpose of
all war is
ultimately
peace”

AGAINST

By: Arianna Vazquez
Total control of the oil industry and the desire for monetary power
are what may drag the United States to war with Iraq.
Going to war with Iraq will not only devastate the country itself,
but the world. It will be a war that is not needed and will only hurt citizens
who do not deserve to suffer and in some occasions die in the line of duty.
According to Samuel Freeman, a UTPA political science
professor, Bush and his administration has come nowhere close to making
a valid case in order to attack Iraq. He believes the American people have
been told lies and what Secretary of State Colin Powell shows as evidence
of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq is not irrefutable proof. Those
pictures do not reveal or disprove anything.
Sept. 11 was an excuse for President Bush to start a conflict that
could destroy American lives as well as hurt the U.S. economically. It
is not a matter of defending America's national security from terrorism
anymore, but of obtaining the power, money, and strength to rule the
world. Like Freeman pointed out, Sept. 11 gave Bush in his mind a
blank check to do whatever he wanted.
Who are we, the United States, to be disarming other nations—
especially Iraq—when we gave them the weapons we so longfully
desire to get back? U.S. leaders should have thought of that in the first
place, because we helped Saddam Hussein go to war with Iran and we
provided him with the equipment and weapons in the 1980s.
Concerning the issue of oil, Freeman pointed out that Bush is the
puppet of the oil industry and will attack countries that deny the U.S. the
chance to obtain it.
Therefore being the leader of one of the most important, if not the
most important, nation in the world should let Bush know that the money
and power oil might bring to the U.S. does not compare with the lives that
might be lost because of his selfishness.
The American people who oppose the war have held rallies to
promote peace, and let leaders know we oppose the war, but the rallies
have not been reported as they should. As Freeman commented, Bush
should be forced to listen to the American people. It is his duty to provide
for the well-being and desire of all of the citizens of the United States. He
is in office to serve us, and if we get together he should listen.
Instead, the U.S. and its leaders are helping the citizens of this
country suffer more than they should. A war with Iraq is not the answer to
a lot of problems and questions surrounding our country. The president
and his people should think of other alternatives, or as Freeman
commented, the war will be his check to implement global empire and
turn the U.S. into a police state.
The United Nations and most U.S. allies have that mentality and
hope that if given more time, UN weapon inspectors could help avoid war.
But President Bush and his people do not want to wait and try to solve the
problems peacefully, and have said repeatedly that with or without allies,
America will disarm Iraq using military force.
No soldier should be sent to nourish the ego of a president who
thinks of power before considering the well-being of the American people.

Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016
Music Concerts
Feb. 8-9 at 2 p.m.
Place: UTPA Fine Arts
Auditorium
Event: The UTPA Latin
Salsa Band and Mariachi
will perform tropical and
salsa musical pieces
together, joined by the
UTPA Mariachi Feminil and
the Sol y Luna Dance
Club.
Phone: (956) 381-3471
Price: $5 at the door.
Guerrero Viejo
Feb. 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 South
Kansas, Weslaco
Info: Glenn Housley, a
photographer and
historian, will tell the story
of Guerrero Viejo, the
historic Mexican border
city which was covered by
water from Falcon Dam,
and will also show rare
slides from both before
and after the waters
destroyed the city.
Phone: (956) 968-9142
Price: Donations
accepted.
Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974

From left to right,
Rebekah Quintero,
Erica Garcia and Sara
Sanchez.
Aaron Lozano
The Pan American

Alegria takes to stage
UTPA Folkloric Dance
Company prepares for
annual performances

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

Alegria, no other term could
be used for a dance performance
like this with so much color,
drama, and excitement. It’s a
Spanish term used for
happiness, joy and pride, but
this month’s performance will
give the word a grander
meaning.
“The whole thing is joyous,
festive and colorful,” Silvia
Briales said. Briales is one of
the show’s veterans and is a
kinesiology/dance major, “even
the audience is always very
excited and eager to watch.”
The UTPA Folkloric Dance
Company performs this show
twice a year in attempt to tap
the culture that is very
dominant here in the valley.
“It’s a way in which we are
able to educate everyone about
our school and culture through
dance and music,” said Frank
Munoz, co-director of Alegria.
His wife, Mary Munoz is
Alegria’s other director and has
seen many positive effects to
the show’s growth, “the
program has grown so much,
we have a waiting list. So
many people want to join.”
Freshman Alegria performer,
Rebekah Quintero is one of the
three new comers to
Aaron Lozano/The Pan American Alegria.“It’s an indescribable
Rebekah Quintero, of the UTPA Folkloric Dance
feeling because you put in
Company, practices for the upcoming shows.
countless amounts of hours into

the show and performing the end
result is awesome,” Quintero said,
“and with a show like Alegria,
you can see how proud we are of
our heritage.”
Spanish major, Edgar Ibarra
fans himself from the exhaustion
of Tamaulipas Norte, a section of
the show that requires a lot of
energy.
“I like this show because it’s a
very challenging show. We have
a lot of new dancers with a lot of
new pieces,” he said, “I put all I
have in every rehearsal and I am
very confident performing in front
of an audience. It’s a great feeling
when the audience [applauds] and
tells you how amazing the show
was.”
Alegria features several
sections of Mexico and their
culture through dance and
music.Its fun to watch and
educational at the same time,”
Ibarra said.
“Norte is my favorite because it
is very upbeat,” Quintero said,
“every section is so exciting and
you realize how amazing and
different every part of Mexico is.”
Mary Munoz, co-director of
Alegria says that coming to show
like this is very important, “Id
love to see everybody come out to
see the show because it can be a
very eye-opening experience,
especially for someone who
hasn’t been exposed to a show
like this.”
In past years, Alegria has been
very popular with Winter Texans.

“We can always depend on the
Winter Texans to come and enjoy
the show,” Munoz said, “but I
would definitely like to see more
Valley people and students come
and enjoy it.”
A section of Alegria was
performed at the American
College Dance Festival in
Houston and received high
regards to their focus on folkloric
dancing.
“We had a very good response.
This is the first time we were able
to take part in something like this
because we are just now offering
a dance major,” Frank Munoz
said, “We stole the show.”

ALEGRIA
2002-03
WHEN: Feb. 14, 7
p.m., Feb. 15-16, 2
p.m., Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,
Feb. 22-23, 2 p.m.
WHERE: UTPA Fine
Arts Auditorium
TICKETS: $8 in
advance, $10 at the
door.
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Campus Greek scene
part of national trend

By CELESTE Y. TELLO
The Pan American

In some ways, Greek organizations at
UTPA are like those around the country, but
are also somewhat different from those at
other schools, especially when it comes to
numbers.
Raul Moreno, coordinator of Student
Development, said that there are only 10
official Greek organizations on campus. The
Honors Society and several business
organizations employ letters of the Greek
alphabet as identifiers for others to know they
are an organization.
“There are only a few Greek organizations
that follow the Greek system,” he said. “The
other organizations may use Greek letters, but
they don’t follow the system.”
Fraternities and sororities following the
Greek system at UTPA include: Sigma
Lambda Gamma, Kappa Delta Chi, Delta
Zeta, The Tau Heta Epsilon, Delta Upsilon,
Omega Delta Phi, Phi Kappa Theta, Tau
Kappa Epsilon, Phi Sigma Kappa and Sigma
Lambda Beta.
The number of active sorority and fraternity
members at UTPA varies dramatically from
similar organizations at UT-Austin and UTTyler.
With 14,300 students currently enrolled at
UTPA, there are only 10 Greek organizations,
four sororities and six fraternities. Each of
these organizations averages anywhere from
eight to nine members for sororities and from
18 to 22 members for fraternities.

At UT-Tyler, where the enrollment is at
about 4,250, there are no social Greek
organizations listed in the student
organizations directory Those numbers are
dramatically lower than the ones for UTAustin, where the enrollment at the nation’s
largest university exceeds 50,000 students.
There there are 14 active social Greek
organizations, 10 fraternities and four are
social sororities. There are dozens more other
types of non-social Greek organizations.
Although there is some Greek activity at
UTPA, the trend seems to have a stronger
following at universities with larger
enrollments like UT-Austin. But that fact did
not stop a number of Greek organizations at
UTPA from recruiting new members during
Rush Week.
Steve Rios, president of Sigma Lambda
Beta, is one of the brothers looking to recruit
worthy pledges to join his fraternity.
“Our purpose is to attract people who have
the desire to be in an organization that is
ready to mold leaders and supports the
mindset of graduating from a university to
enhance our culture and the world,” he said.
Sigma Lambda Beta, like many other
Greek organizations, places stringent
requirements on those looking to enter
brotherhood.
“The requirements to begin the journey into
our brotherhood are to be a full time student
with a minimum GPA of 2.5,” Rios said.
“Along with that, we require cultural and
three community service projects to be
undertaken.”

BUDGET
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seven percent of the general revenue to the
state, while next year it is likely that there
will be a 12.5-percent cut in general
revenue equaling around $6.1 million.
Gonzalez is one of the administrators in
the midst of developing plans regarding
the 2004 fiscal year budget, although no
specific decisions have been finalized.
A university official who wished to
remain anonymous said that though the
university is prepared to deal with a budget
cut brought on by state overspending and
the weak economy, the drawbacks are
large. Hopefully some of the drastic ones
will be avoided.
“We do not want to allow faculty, clerks,
secretaries or work-study students to lose
their positions,” the administrator said.
“There are some necessities that we are
going to have to do without. The
renovation of buildings is going to
postponed, computer and equipment will
not be updated, and some faculty members
may not have the support to work on their
research. Some operating costs are
planning to be cut, which means that
things like paper, storage area, or desks
will have to limited in the use by faculty
members.”
The most potentially outrageous, yet
unlikely outcomes of the budget cut
include the canceling of certain courses,
causing students to remain undergraduates
for a longer period of time, and even the
possibility of the cancellation of a summer
session.
Dean John Emery of the College of
Business Administration feels that the plan
to cut summer school will not make much
sense due to the money the university can
make if the summer classes are scheduled
in a proper manner.
“If we lose a summer session, that could
slow up students' progress toward
graduation,” Emery said. “We do not want
to see our students taking more time to
earn their degrees.”
In addition, with the high numbers of
students attending the summer session
many students who could graduate in the
summer will be returning for the fall
semester. With budget constraints it will
be more difficult to accommodate these
students plus new students.
Emery is not a stranger to handling
budget cuts, so as stressful as this one is
going to be, he's prepared to handle it the
best way the college can expect.
“The cut for our college is in the
neighborhood of around $450,000 so we
are dealing with a large enough cut that it
will have some negative effects on the
college,” Emery said. “We have been able
to absorb some of the cut due to positions
that didn't get filled at the beginning of the
budget year, a retirement in January, and a
resignation after the fall semester. The
college has not refilled those positions thus
allowing us to use that money as part of
the cut.”
With the budget crunch coming to the
UT System, Chancellor Mark Yudof is
allowing different universities in the
system to handle the cut in different ways.
Emery says that if the legislature approves
a pending bill, larger universities such as
UT-Austin could handle the budget crisis
by simply increasing the amount of tuition
and fees charged students.
“One proposal is just to keep raising
tuition. I don't like that approach but I
think it is a reality we will have to deal
with.” he said. “When looking at our
students, they don't come from a
background that would allow them to
absorb large increases in tuition or fees.
Texas as a state has low tuitions at its

public universities when compared to
states such as Indiana or Michigan.”
Students in states with higher per capita
incomes like Michigan and Indiana may be
better able to handle tuition increases if a
budget cut imposed. Their economic base
is growing slowly, resulting in fewer
students seeking to enroll in college,
unlike faster growing states Texas.
Gonzalez agrees that the economy has
affected the nation, state and institutions of
higher learning but feels the governor and
state leadership have rightfully called on
all government agencies to help with the
deficit. He trusts that the leadership of the
university will be able to overcome the
budget situation.
“I actually feel quite proud that
everyone, from student organizations to
departments to individuals, sees this as a
collective challenge,” he said. “I feel quite
confident that our institution is wellprepared and will be able to weather this
financial storm.
“I am truly grateful that Dr. Nevárez has
been able to shape a strategy for this
institution that addresses such apparently
opposing forces; Keeping the institution
affordable while at the same time making
dramatic improvements in programs,
infrastructure and in the quality of faculty
that we have been able to attract and
retain.”
Gonzalez feels that compared to some
institutions that have been overly liberal
with their finances, UTPA is coming at this
from a position of strength thanks to
Nevárez.
“The university community will work
together to meet the challenge and some
day this will be behind us,” he said.
OTHER STRATEGIES FOR CRISIS
MANAGEMENT
As dean of the College of Social
Behavioral and Sciences, Homer Garcia
has had his hands full with the task of
trying to determine where the college can
cut at least $200,000 without affecting the
department drastically.
“It’s been a lot of work and a tough
thing to do, but Dr. Nevárez has been very
open to the opinions and suggestions of all
the administrators,” Garcia said. “I’ve
personally offered to give back some of
my salary and teach classes for free if it
allows at least that much money not to be
removed from the college.”
“I’m constantly thinking of ways to cut
the budget without letting anyone go,
impacting the quality of the student’s
education and allow my faculty to continue
with their research,” he said. “I admire my
fellow administrators and professors,
people have been very corporative and
shared concern for the university and
making sacrifices to solve the problems.”
With the university growing at such a
fast rate the budget cut might have an
effect on the rising number, which topped
out at 14,200 this week, but Garcia
considers it unlikely that the crisis will
stop the enrollment increase.
“This region is one of the fastest
growing places along with the Dallas and
Houston areas, so it can’t help but grow.
We just have to keep faith that it will keep
up over this period of time. It’s possible
for the next year or two to be slow in
growth, but nether the less there will be
growth.”
“I hope students won’t lose faith,
employees won’t panic, or that good
people will leave. We can make ends meet,
there is no need for panic among people,
and we will be able to keep our enrollment
up.”
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Josefina Ibarra
Sophomore
Dietetics
CD: “Santo Pecado” by Ricardo Arjona
Movie: “My Best Friend’s Wedding”
Book: “100 Years of Solitude” by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez

Hazel Herrera
Junior
Art/Physics
CD: Facundo Cabral
Movie: “Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark”
Book: “The Labyrinth of Solitude” by Octavio Paz

Reid Etheridge
Senior
Math
CD: “The Kill You EP” by Darling Violette
Movie: “Good Will Hunting”
Book: “Have Space Suit, Will Travel” by Robert
Heinlein
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Weekly research series continuing

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

With the complete mapping of the human
genome in the spring of 2000, new medical
knowledge and possibilities will soon be
available.
Scientific researchers are working to
uncover the meaning of specific genetic
sequences and genetic testing can already
reveal the predisposition to some diseases,
such as breast cancer and Alzheimer’s. Genetic
science offers the hope of prevention,
treatment, and cures, but the affect genetic
information will have on society is unknown.
Do people really want to know their
personal genetic profiles? Do employers and
insurance companies have the right to know?
How will loved ones react to information
about one’s future questionable health?
These are some of the questions that will be
the center of tonight’s “Research Revolution:
Science and the Shaping of Modern Life”
session.
The Research Revolution is a six-part
viewing and discussion series hosted by the
University of Texas-Pan American Library.
The University Library is one of 50 libraries
nationwide selected to host the program, which
is designed to encourage the understanding of
scientific discovery and technological
transformation in the 20th century.
All films and discussions will be held each
Thursday from 7-9 p.m. in the University
Library’s Media Theater.
Robert Kargon from the Department of
History of Science, Medicine, and Technology
at John Hopkins University, wrote the
introduction to the Research Revolution. In it,

session. He feels that the topics discussed
he explains that the goal-directed scientific
throughout the Research Revolution are ethical
research that began a century and a half ago
and political issues that student’s should be
has directly impacted everyday life.The
educated about.
discoveries have raised new questions and
“It is the world that your inheriting,” he said.
problems.
“It will govern how your life goes. The
“The film/discussion series, the Research
scientific knowledge that will soon be
Revolution, will provide a historical
perspective and contemporary context for these available is amazing and we need to know how
to respond.”
critically important scientific/social issues,”
“Our Genes, Our
Kargon wrote.
Choices: Who gets to
“Understanding the
know?” running 57
historical evolution and
minutes, is tonight’s
the contemporary
Understanding the
feature presentation.
character of the
historical evolution and the
Moderator Arthur
Research Revolution
contemporary character of
Miller, a professor at
will enable us as citizens
the Research Revolution will
Harvard Law School,
to deal more effectively
enable us as citizens to deal
leads the intense and
with the new choices
more effectively with the
often humorous
that rapid scientific
new choices that rapid
discussion about the
change brings.”
scientific change brings.
problems and
The first session was
questions raised by
held Jan. 23 and
- Robert Kargon,
genetic information to
featured the film, “I am
Dept. of Science, Medicine & Technology
a group of 13
Become Death: They
at John Hopkins University
distinguished panelists.
Made the Bomb,” which
Among them are
discusses the atomic
Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer,
age. The second session was held Jan. 30 and
director of the Institute for Bioethics Mark A.
featured the film, “Into the Body,” which
Rothstein, professor of neuropsychology at
discussed robotics. Approximately 25 people
Columbia University and president of the
attended each of the first two sessions.
Hereditary Disease Foundation Nancy C.
“Our capacity is a lot higher, so we’re
Wexler.
hoping that more students attend the next
Other participants are from the fields of
session,” John Asbell, reference librarian said.
adoption, law, genetics, employment, media
“These subjects are important for students to
and medicine.
think about. They will affect their lives at one
The next session will be Feb. 13 and will
point or another. They can discuss the issues
feature the film, “The Gene Squad,” and
with Dr. Pearson and each other.”
discuss forensics. On Feb. 20, “What’s Up
Dr. Thomas Pearson, Associate Professor of
with the Weather?” a film that covers the
Philosophy, will lead the discussions at each

“

“
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affects of global warming, will be presented.
The last session in the series will held Feb. 27
and will discuss biodiversity. The featured film
will be “Natural Connections.”
The Research Revolution has been
organized by National Video Resources, a notfor-profit organization whose goal is to
promote public awareness of and access to
both independently produced films and the
American Library Association, with a focus on
linking libraries and communities in an effort
to make libraries cultural centers.
The project is being funded by the National
Science Foundation, an independent
government agency responsible for promoting
science and engineering.
Locally, the UTPA Friends of the Library is
also funding the refreshments and publicity for
the Research Revolution. Friends of the
Library was established in 1994 to promote the
University Library as a community resource.
In the past, the organization has purchased
books, computers, and special collections and
has sponsored cultural programs and special
events.
“The Research Revolution deals with some
of the newest scientific advancements and the
Friends of the Library likes being involved in
getting the latest information out to UTPA
faculty, staff, students, and the community,”
said Virginia Haynie Gause, systems librarian
and chair of Friends of the Library.
The Research Revolution sessions are free
and open to the community. Free parking is
available in parking Lot A and Lot A6 by the
new Visitors Center, and refreshments will be
provided.
For more information about the Research
Revolution and highlighted issues, log on to
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Campus
VO I C E

Do you think the US
should continue manned
space exploration?
Christian Barajas
Dietetics
Sophomore
Yes, because man needs to continue with
space-related research.

Frank Sepulveda
Physics
Graduate
Yes. They should continue manned space
missions, however, NASA, seriously
needs to revamp their equipment;
particularly the space shuttle itself.

Kevin Coleman
Physics/Mathematics
Junior/Senior
Yes, because it is in our nature to
always look beyond the horizon. To
deny exploration is to deny a part of
our humanity.

Ernesto Banda
Art
Sophomore
I believe so ... because there’s no
point in quitting after failure
especially with something so
unexplored as space.

Union memorial
assuages grief
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

When the United States sent seven
astronauts into outer space on the
Columbia space shuttle, citizens expected
and assumed the crew would return to
Earth safely.
Tragically, on Saturday morning
America lost the Columbia as well as those
on board during its reentry into Earth’s
atmosphere. As a shocked nation tries to
cope with the trauma of the accident,
students and staff at the University of
Texas-Pan American are grieving in their
own ways. In an effort to help students
and faculty cope with the Columbia
tragedy, the Student Union hosted a
memorial service for the Columbia crew in
the Student Union Theatre during
Tuesday’s activity period.
As those in attendance watched footage
of the memorial at the Johnson Space
Center, some thought about the effect the
Columbia disaster will have on the nation
and the world.
“I’d like to think of the Student Union
as a place where the campus community
can receive information that is affecting
not only their lives, but the countries as
well,” said Sam Smith, director of the
Student Union. “I consider this event
we’re holding as an observation of
NASA’s memorial.”
When Smith first learned of the
Columbia, it reminded him of the
Challenger crash on Jan. 31, 1986, and
believed others would draw the same
parallel.
Junior accounting major Amanda
Cordona agreed and also recalled what
happened nearly 20 years ago.
“I was in shock when I found out about
the accident. It seemed to be a repeat of
what happened in the ‘80s,” she said. “It’s
really sad that the people died, but they led
a noble life.”
The shuttle crew included Col. Rick
Husband, Lt. Col. Michael Anderson,
Cmdr. Laurel Clark, Capt. David Brown,
Cmdr. William McCool, Dr. Kalpana
Chawla and Ilan Ramon, a colonel in the
Israeli Air Force.
Crystal Flores, a sophomore premed
major, feels that this incident should
incline NASA to reevaluate its programs.
She thinks instead of sending humans on

RETENTION
Elizabeth Ortega
Art
Freshman
No, because I think America should solve
their troubles on Earth first
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every mission, NASA should consider
sending robots or machinery that would be
capable of completing the tasks humans
currently risk their lives to undertake.
“What exactly are we looking for? The
price of sending humans into space is not
only expensive but dangerous as well,”
Flores said. “I think it would be cheaper
and safer if people don’t go to space unless
they absolutely have to.”
To wit, NASA has instituted an
investigation into the tragedy.
Smith feels that humans will always be
inquisitive about discovering new things
and shouldn’t stop researching.
“I’m still young enough to believe that
going into space is [important],” Smith
said. “I consider it to be like Marco Polo
going to Asia whenever they go into space.
It’s about exploring the unknown and
trying to understand things that are bigger
than us.”
Junior Gaby Perez, president of the
University Program Board, often attends
events hosted by the Student Union.
“It saddens me to hear about tragedies
like this because I feel like we lost people
who made an important impact and have
touched society,” Perez said. “I am so glad
that we are having a memorial to know
that we should continue with these projects
and send citizens to assist society and all.”
President George W. Bush spoke highly
of the seven astronauts during the televised
memorial, personalizing them to give the
nation the opportunity to understand who
these people were, and why they would
risk their lives in the pursuit of knowledge
and scientific discovery.
“Our whole nation was blessed to have
such men and women serving in our space
program,” Bush said. “Their loss is deeply
felt, especially in this place where so many
of you called them friends, the people in
NASA are being tested once again.”
Bush concluded his speech by reassuring
the public that the crew of the Columbia
did not die in vain.
“The final days of their own lives were
spent looking down upon this earth, and
now, on every continent, in every land they
can see, the names of these astronauts [are]
known and remembered,” he said. “They
will always have an honored place in the
memory of this country, and today, I offer
the respect and gratitude of the people of
the United States.”

continued from page 1

activities,” Broshears said. “They are also
assigned a mentor who stays with them
throughout there first year of college.”
Edwards also stated that all tutorial
services and the Writing Center contribute
to the retention of entering freshmen.
“The Writing Center offers peer tutoring
for the beginning writer and advanced
writer,” said Judy Davidson, director of
the University Writing Center. “It’s a
relaxed, friendly environment and find that
they come back over and over.”
The writing center does not have a
special program designated for the
retention of entering freshmen or all
students, but Davidson said the center has
another way of helping students.
“If a student is feeling frustrated about a

class, it is so easy for the student to just
give up,” Davidson said. “The writing
center is there to help and can give the
student the encouragement they need to
stay in the class.”
There are several programs used by the
university to increase the probability that
entering students will continue their
college careers and eventually graduate.
Sometimes, these programs are
supplemented by one-time events targeted
at students who have not yet become
students.
For example, a group of Valley high
school seniors will converge on the
campus Feb. 22 for a leadership
conference where columnist Molly Ivins
will be the keynote speaker.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Argentina Drops
Mexico
Mexico lost to Argentina 1-0, in
an international friendly Tuesday
night at the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum that put a damper on the
debut of Mexico’s new head coach
Ricardo Antonio Lavolpe, who is
himself an Argentinian. Argentina’s
Gonzalo Rodriguez scored the lone
goal of the match in the 14th
minute.
Argentina will play against the
USA this Saturday in Miami. The
game is to be held at 2:30 p.m.
CST.

NHL Record
Broken
Twenty-two year-old Danny
Heatley made history Sunday when
he broke the record for being the
youngest player to ever score a hattrick in an NHL All-Star game. The
record, previously held by Wayne
“The Great One” Gretzky, was bested by one day when Heatley picked
up his third goal of the game off of
a Olli Jokkinen pass 2:47 into the
second period. Heatley went on to

net a fourth goal later in that same
period, and assisted on a Jokkinen
goal in the third, giving him five
points for the game, and tying him
with the all-time single-game points
scored in an All-Star game. Heatley,
who plays for the Atlanta
Thrashers, was named Rookie of
the Year last season, and is regarded
as one of the best young players in
the game.

Correction
In the Jan. 30 issue of The Pan
American, there was a typographical error in regard to the pitcher
who started for the Broncs against
the South West Texas Cougars on
Feb. 1. Travis Parker, the only senior pitcher on the Bronc squad, was
incorrectly referred to as Trey
Parker. Trey Parker is the name of
one of the creators of “South Park,”
and “Baseketball.” And while Trey
Parker has a small and comical
affiliation to the sport, he does not
play for UTPA. We sincerely apologized to Travis Parker, and will be
more attentive to such details in
forthcoming issues.
NOTE: Travis Parker picked up his
first win of the season against SWT.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports
and arts and entertainment reporters to
audition this semester for full-time and
volunteer positions throughout the
spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports
editor Brian Carr or A&E editor Ashley
Brooks at 381-2546.

sports
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Track athletes garner personal records
A number of UTPA track
and field athletes score
personal bests at event
By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
Practice this past week was grueling as
the coaches stepped up the pressure to get
some of our athletes to correct the mistakes
made at last week’s meet.
“Meets are used to see what you have to
improve on in practice to get better,” head
coach Doug Molnar said.
To me this week’s meet was different.
Sam Houston State University reared its
ugly head and showed up in a blur of
orange and white. The rest of the
competition was as fierce as last week with
one small addition - PRESSURE. We were
like gladiators walking into the coliseum some of us would fall into despair, others
of us would ride into victory and glory.
I watched everyone with new eyes as the
competition began. The ring was the same
and the track was the same, but to me
everything was different.
I couldn’t deal with the pressure, and I

cracked immediately. I scratched two
throws and the one throw I did get marked
was mediocre.
The rest of my teammates moved toward
the goal that not many people will ever
reach. In the field events, UTPA was the
leader, and earned the dignity and honor of
placing in the top spots.
Amy Moses once again came out the
victor in the women’s twenty-pound weight
throw. She threw the weight 59 feet 3 1/2
inches, shattering her old school record into
smithereens. It was her personal best, but
Moses fell a few feet shy of qualifying for
Nationals. She did, however, placed in the
shot put competition with a throw of 41
feet, 8 inches.
Deneb De Luna also had an outstanding
performance. She placed third in the weight
throw with a toss of 48 feet. She also
placed fourth in the shot put with a throw
of 42 feet, 6 inches, marking her personal
best.
Patty Villarreal placed 10th in the 5,000meter run with a time of 19:38.50, which is
her personal best.
Newcomer Kathryn Waslen stunned
everyone on the team with her debut race.
She placed seventh in the 5,000-meter run
with a time of 19:00.20.

Margeaux McCarthy placed eighth in the
800-meter run with a time of 2:20.21, and
ran a split of 59 seconds in the 4x400 meter
relay.
The men’s side had an exceptionally
good meet that resulted in several broken
school records.
In the 35-pound throw a new victor was
crowned. Isaac Ybarra won the event with
a toss of 56 feet, 10 inches, breaking a
school record in the process.
Robert Lopez placed second in the
weight throw with a toss of 54 feet and J.C.
Crosby placed sixth with a throw of 42
feet, 5 inches. Crosby also came in eighth
in the shot put with a throw of 47 feet, 4
1/2 inches.
Matt Clinton placed eighth in the long
jump section “B” with a jump of 19 feet, 8
3/4 inches. He also ran a personal best in
the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 8.5
seconds. He vaulted 16 feet 3/4 inches to
complete a solid all-around performance.
The real acknowledgments go to polevaulter Jeff Martial, who disintegrated his
old school record and replaced it with a
new one. This school record vault allowed
him to place third overall, which was a big
improvement from last week when he
finished sixth.

Westly Keating placed first in the 3,000meter run. The All-American keeps
surprising people, as he shattered our last
and final record with a time of 8:32.79.
Hugo Cervantes placed fourth in the
3,000-meter run with a time of 8:49.13. It
was quite an honor to see Hugo and Westly
run, Every lap it seemed as if they were
getting faster and faster.
Most every athlete on our team either
met or broke their personal records. This
meet was very different. Butterflies floated
in and out of my stomach as I realized that
UTPA has potential to make nationals.
Pan Am left its mark Saturday because as
soon as our team entered the track
everyone was speaking our name. Though
some failed and others succeeded I learned
that this life is interesting and love for a
sport will take you a long way.
As we made our way out of the coliseum
and into the roads I finally realized how the
gladiators felt. Opportunity comes and goes
and you may succeed or fail, but your mark
will always last forever.
• Jessica Olivarez is a sophomore
UTPA track and field athlete who
participates in the 20-pound weight
throw.

Tennis teams prepare for
Lady Broncs drop
third straight game full weekend of competition
Women fall to 4-18
after loss to
Louisiana-Lafayette
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
After stringing together a twogame winning streak a couple of
weeks ago, the University of TexasPan American women’s basketball
team has lost its last three games to
fall to 4-18 on the season.
The Lady Bronc’s most recent
loss was a 66-41 thrashing at the
hands of the Louisiana-Lafayette
Ragin’ Cajuns, who were led by
forward Charlotte Green (22
points) and center Sarah Richey (15
points). Louisiana-Lafayette made
45.6 percent of their shots from the
field compared with UTPA’s
miserable 26.8 percent.
Louisiana-Lafayette built up a
26-13 halftime lead after outscoring
Pan Am, 14-2, in the last 10
minutes of the half. Things didn’t
get much better for the slumping
Lady Broncs in the second half.
The Ragin’ Cajuns strong-armed
their way to a 44-22 lead on
strength of a 16-9 run with 11:18
left in the game.
Richey hit a three-pointer with
7:45 left to play and increased the
Ragin’ Cajuns impressive lead to
29 points, 55-26.
Pan Am tried to make a
comeback by outscoring the
visitors in the last portion of the
game 15-11, but it was a little too

late to make amends. The hole that
UTPA had dug themselves in to
was too deep to climb out of and
inevitably lost the game to the
Ragin’ Cajuns who improved to 514.
Senior Alex Gravel led the Lady
Broncs with 10 points and fellow
senior Julie Porter nabbed six
rebounds in the losing battle
against Louisiana-Lafayette.
Prior to Monday night’s loss,
UTPA dropped a hard-fought
contest to the Centenary Ladies,
60-58, last Saturday afternoon in
Shreveport, La.
Although the Lady Broncs
undertook an effort in the second
half to make a run at the lead, the
comeback fell short.
With 2:52 left to play, the Lady
Broncs went to work. Houston
native Naima Williams led the Pan
Am rally sinking three jumpers
during an 8-2 run that pulled Pan
Am within one point of the Ladies,
59-58, with nine seconds
remaining.
But that was all she wrote.
Williams fouled Julie Danieles who
hit one of her two free throws to
give Centenary a 60-58 victory.
UTPA will next face archrival
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi on Feb.
8 at 3 p.m. at the Memorial
Coliseum in Corpus Christi.
In the pair’s previous meeting
this season, the Lady Broncs
defeated the Lady Islanders 64-55
on Jan. 25.
Williams led UTPA in scoring,
racking up 21 points in 34 minutes
of play.

Broncs face tough
Division I foe NMSU, Lady
Broncs meet UTEP

By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
After a week of solid practices, the University
of Texas-Pan American men’s and women’s tennis
teams are set to hit the road for a full weekend of
action.
The Broncs head to La Cruces, NM to face
Abilene Christian on Friday, New Mexico State
University on Saturday and Tennessee Tech on
Sunday. The Lady Broncs make a pit stop in El
Paso to face the Lady Miners Friday before
meeting up with the Broncs in Las Cruces for
matches against New Mexico State and Tennessee
Tech Saturday and Sunday.
Men
“Practice has gone well for the men,” said head
tennis coach Todd Chapman. “We’ve been
working a lot on doubles, knowing we’re going
against three very competitive teams this
weekend. The doubles point will be very crucial.”
The Abilene Christian Wildcats enter the match
at 2-1, including wins over Dallas Baptist
University and Howard Payne at the ACU Men’s
Indoor Classic. The NMSU Aggies have yet to
earn a win in spring competition, suffering
consecutive losses to the University of Utah and
Brigham Young University. The Tennessee Tech
Golden Eagles are 1-2 heading into the weekend
action.
Although all three teams enter the weekend
with mixed records, Chapman feels every match
will come down to the wire.
“All three matches will be close. All of
NMSU’s early-season losses have been against
very good teams,” he said. “NMSU is probably

stronger than the others, but Abilene Christian is a
top Division-II program and will be a tough match
for us also.”
Regardless of the competition his team will
face, Chapman hopes to use the full weekend to
gauge his team’s progression.
“I’m looking forward to this weekend because
we will play three good matches in three straight
days,” he said. “It will be good to see how we
respond to tough matches and pressure situations
as a team. I’m looking forward to seeing where
we are.”
Women

According Chapman, the Lady Broncs have
used the extra week of practice to brush up on
many aspects of team play.
“We’re just trying to get ready and work on a
bit of everything,” he said.
Although UTEP and NMSU enter matches
against the Lady Broncs with a combined record
of 1-3, both are solid Division I programs that
should provide steep competition for the UTPA.
Although tough losses can adversely impact a
team’s confidence, Chapman isn’t worried about
losing matches.
“I think there are more positives than
negatives,” he said. “I’m not a coach that will
schedule matches based on the team I have.
You’ve got to play good teams to get better. If you
ask so-called experts, we would be the underdog
in a lot of our matches, but you can’t duck
opponents or play an easy schedule if you want to
build a good program.”
Chapman has set a goal for the Lady Broncs to
play well, regardless of how a match plays out.
The first-year coach feels there is more to
building a program than tallying wins and losses.
“We want to go in and play better tennis than
we have been and continue to improve,” he said.
“Playing tough competition will prepare us for
other matches we may have down the road. We’re
just focused on trying to play better and improve.”
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Web help is accessible Social work
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
E-mail, shopping, entertainment, and research are
just a few of the uses of the Internet.
With just a touch of a button one can conveniently
catch up with their best friend, find out when a favorite
band is coming to town, take care of banking, or even
conduct a business deal. The information is limitless
and there are no national boundaries. The Internet puts
the world at one’s fingertips.
In the academic world, another on-line facet
becoming popular among professors at the University
of Texas-Pan American is the software Web Course
Tools.
According to Douglas Young, director of the Center
for Distance Leaning (CDL), in Spring 2003 WebCT is
a part of 239 courses, and approximately 25 of those
are completely online. Altogether, the courses enroll
approximately 7,000 students. The numbers are
astounding when compared to those from the Fall 1999
semester, when only 35 students were using WebCT.
“The use of WebCT grows tremendously every
semester,” Young said. It makes it easier for students to
get the courses they need. When they work they can’t
always arrange their school schedules around their
work schedules. It is a matter of convenience.”
WebCT can also be used to enhance traditional
courses.
“WebCT allows for more interaction with
professors,” Young said. “For example, in a music
appreciation class of 75 [students], it is very difficult
for students to communicate with their professors.
WebCT allows for one-to-one interaction.”
In addition to its technological and courseenhancement features, WebCT can also be
implemented to offer exams, pretests, and quizzes.
Notes, syllabi, and assignments can also be posted.
Students can communicate with professors as well as
fellow students.
UTPA assistant music professor Rick Davis uses
WebCT for both his traditional and online Music
Appreciation courses to hold class discussions. He
places questions on WebCT and has each student
answer.
“In every class there are always the leaders and the
shy students. The democracy of WebCT mutes the
leaders and inspires the more shy students,” Davis
said, “The shy folks become bold on WebCT and they
participate in the discussion too, when in the seated
class they do not.”
He finds that using WebCT allows students to
receive more facts on music theater, which is what he
concentrates on teaching. The students who take the
course completely online have multimedia access that
permits them to receive even more information.
“In my class, I cover pieces from the ancient Greeks
to Broadway,” Davis said. “They need to be able to see
and hear musical theater to appreciate it. WebCT
allows for them to do this more than what I can show
them in the classroom. With the online course they
spend more time reading on their own and searching
the Web so they cover more material.”
Davis said there are two myths about courses taught
completely online. It is thought that online courses
take less of the professor’s and students’ time, but he
disagrees.
“The majority of people in administration are under
the impression that online courses free up the
professor’s time, but it actually takes up more time,”
he said. “You have to correspond with students on a
one-to-one basis instead of with the class as a whole at
one time.”
Davis feels that students also have to spend more
time reading and understanding the material because an
instructor is unable to explain it to them verbally.
“If they’ve just gotten home at 11 p.m. after they eat
dinner they can log on,” he said. “They don’t have to
worry about being in class at a certain time. It does not
take less time; it is just when they have the time
available. The idea that it takes professors and students
less time is an error.”

Davis said another misconception about courses
taught completely online is that they lessen interaction
between professor and students.
“That is never going to happen,” he said. “Teacherstudent interaction is just as, if not more, important in
online courses.”
Davis has found that students enjoy taking online
courses and using WebCT as part of traditional courses
because it meets different needs.
“There are a lot of students who are not on campus
very often throughout the day and WebCT gives them
the access they need,” he said. “Also, they can access
it at any time from almost anywhere. However,
students who are computer-illiterate have tremendous
trouble with it.”
For those students who lack the knowledge or skill
to get the most out of WebCT courses, Young said the
CDL offers a live orientation to teach students how to
utilize the plan to its fullest.
“We walk you through how to use the software,”
Young said. “It only takes about half an hour to learn
everything. It is easy stuff.”
Jeff Getchell, assistant director for the Center for
Distance Learning, feels the orientation to WebCT is
an important key in a student’s success with the course.
“Students who get orientated do really well, and are
able to get more from the course,” Getchell said.
“However, those who do not get properly orientated do
not feel comfortable and this effects their learning.”
There is a help desk available by phone during
business hours and online 24 hours a day for students.
The phone number is (956)3812979 and the Web site
address is http://cdl.panam.edu.
Every student can get a free compact disc with
tutorials on the latest software. The CDs are available
at the University Bookstore, library, and at the CDL
located in room 2.124 in the Academic Services
Building.
The center also offers services for faculty include
faculty development workshops, such as Introduction
to WebCT, Teaching Online in Higher Education
available in English and Spanish and Integrating
Frontpage 2000.
The center also teaches professors how to transform
their courses into Web-augmented courses or
completely online ones. There is also an interactive
rubric available to aid faculty in measuring the
teaching effectiveness of online courses.
CDL also provides different types of new media
services to enhance faculty web courses, such as
audio/video production, streaming media and
webcasting, graphic design, and CD-ROM production.
Laptops, cameras, and other productivity tools are
available for checkout to faculty and staff.
Currently the Writing Center has a pilot program
being used by Dr. Karen Taylor’s English 1301 class.
Judy Davidson, Writing Center Director, said if all
goes well with the pilot program, the Writing Center
will offer services by Fall 2003. The Online Writing
Lab (OWL) will be available during the weekend when
the Writing Center is closed.
“If it works out, then the program will enable
students to get mechanical assistance, organizational
assistance and general feedback,” Davidson said. “We
prefer the face-to-face assistance done by our trained
student tutors, but OWL will enable us to help the
students when the Center is closed.”
The Writing Center is open to all students Mondays
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m. to 1 pm.
The CDL is working with the Writing Center to get
OWL underway for all students.
“We hope that the OWL works out so that there will
be more help available to students,” Getchell said. “We
are very anxious to see how it is going to turn out.”
As for the future of WebCT, The CDL expects use of
the system to increase rapidly. Davis said that the CDL
is fundamental for providing online courses at UTPA.
“We are in a really wonderful position to have the
Center for Distance Learning to get courses online
because it organizes the system and educates the
faculty and students. Other universities do not have
such a thing,” he said.

is mixed bag

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Bruce Friedman knows the difference between doing business and
helping people, and he’s trying to take that message of duality and
run with it.
The associate professor and chair of the Department of Social
Work arrived at the University of Texas-Pan American in Fall 2001.
He has practiced social work and developed and directed programs
around the country and in Canada. In September 2001 he was elected
treasurer of the National Network of Social Work Managers.
According to the winter 2002 issue of Social Work Executive, the
network’s quarterly newsletter, the NNSWM is the only professional
organization in America that dedicates itself to equipping managers
to become “humanistic leaders.” It consists of 350 individuals and
about 20 institutions such as social work agencies, and organizations.
“Before 1985 there were a number of human service organizations
that were being ran by businessmen, because not many social
workers were going into administration,” Friedman said. “They were
individuals who do not have the background to deal with human
services. They are money people not human people.”
In 1985 the NNSWM was founded and in 1988 it was
incorporated in Washington, DC. In 1994 the Institute of the National
Network for Social Work Managers was incorporated into the
network as a non-profit organization and serves as the educational
and research branch of the NNSWM, which Friedman is a part of.
The network provides the certified social work manager credential to
social workers. There are currently about 150 members who are
CSWM’s.
“Our CSWM credential is continuing to gain prominence. Several
universities have expressed interest in how they might incorporate
the CSWM into their graduate programs,” said Mary Oldiges,
CSWM and NNSWM President, in the winter 2002 issue of Social
Work Executive.
Friedman feels that the NNSWM has helped create social work
managers who have leadership skills and understand human needs.
“The have a greater sensitivity,” Friedman said. “The network is
important because it provides knowledge, skills, and ethical behavior.
It has established social workers in the role of management.”
Friedman began his career in social work as a group worker in
1974. He worked with children, adolescence, and families. He
developed a family-life education program. After two years he began
to work on his master’s degree.
“They thought I was pretty good at it so they said, ‘you should go
get your masters,’” Friedman said.
While attending the George Warren Brown School of Social Work
in Washington University, he specialized in families and substance
abuse and received awards for programs he developed for retarded
citizens and Russian immigrants. In 1982 he directed one of the five
best singles programs in the United States. Friedman has also worked
with single-parent, divorced, senior citizen, and Housing Authority
programs, some of which he developed himself. In the late 1980s he
moved to Calgary, Alberta, Canada to become associate director of a
community counseling center.
While teaching courses in different universities he worked on his
dissertation. titled “No Place Like Home,” about homeless shelters, a
work which was supported by United Way. He has taught in several
universities, including Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, University of Akron, and Sacred Heart University in
Connecticut. He currently is teaching the undergraduate social work
course called “Integrative Seminar” and the graduate course
“Advanced Field Practicum 2” at UTPA.
While living in the Valley Friedman has had to deal with culture
differences. He said as an Anglo, he is now in the minority, as 85
percent of the area is Hispanic. The veteran social worker has also
found several key issues he feels should be addressed.
“There seems to be a substance-abuse problem. There is also a lot
of domestic abuse, which is sometimes perceived as acceptable
because of the culture and machismo,” Friedman said. “I have
noticed that there is not a high value on higher education here,” he
said. “Then there is the border issue. There seems to be an attitudinal
difference in the way the U.S. deals with the Canada border and the
Mexico border. It probably has to do with the way the two places
were settled.“
The UTPA Department of Social Work currently aids several
social work organizations and programs in Hidalgo County.
“There are agencies looking at the university for leadership and
soon we will work with Cameron County as well,” Friedman said.
“There is a high need in the Valley. I always tell potential faculty that
if they feel they need to make a difference, this is the place.”
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To help with the need of child care for
students who are parents while attending school,
the plans are in the making for the creation of a
child daycare facility at the University of Texas
Pan-American.
According to Samuel Smith, Director of the
Student Union and overseeing the planning of
the daycare center, the goal is to have the facility
open by 2004.
“The idea has been on and off among students
for years,” Smith said. “But it has to be selfsupporting.”
Currently, the daycare committee has been
given startup money. The money is being used
to run an advertisement to hire a quality daycare
director to help plan and build a good facility.
Smith said the person must also be certified and
have experience and the ability to bring on a
staff and help train staff members.”
Though the daycare will be funded by federal
grants, Smith said that it will also be funded by
the students who make use of the new child care
facilities.

UTPA plans for
childcare facility

“We need to apply for grants and charge the
users,” Smith said. “We cannot tax those who
are not using the service.”
Sophomore Julissa Reyes, who does not have
any children agrees with Smith. She said that it
would be unfair to charge students who don’t
have children a daycare fee.
“The daycare center is a great idea for single
mothers,” Reyes said. “It is even better for
those who don’t have kids because it will not
cost them.”
Smith said that with the daycare center in
place, students who have children will be able to
attend UTPA for longer hours and take
advantage of the opportunities the university has
to offer.
“The students will able to take a full day of
class and can drop in and visit with their
children,” Smith said.
Senior Melissa Mendoza-Moreno, and mother
of a two-year-old little girl, said she wishes she
had the conviencence on an on-site daycare

center were available to her immediately, but
says it will benefit future parents that will go to
school knowing their children are safe and close
by.
“I always thought they should build a daycare
because it is hard to find a good nanny and good
daycare,” Moreno said.
Moreno is faced with the daily ritual of
waking up at seven in the morning and getting
prepared for the day. A 9:30 a.m. Moreno heads
from Sharyland to Palmview to pick up her little
girl’s nanny. She then brings the nanny back to
her house so the nanny can baby-sit her daughter
while she is at school. During the day Moreno,
is at school from 10:30 in the morning to 3:30 in
the afternoon. After school she goes home to
pick up the nanny and take her back home to
Palmview.
“This is something that I go through
everyday,” Moreno said.
With the creation of a daycare center, Smith
hopes to achieve a new level of closeness and
convenience for parent/students.
“We are taking a leap forward and need to see
for a couple of years,” Smith said. “We are
dealings with a parent’s most prized possession.”

Funds available to aid travel
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

If students are looking for the opportunity
to study abroad but don’t have the funds to
facilitate a change in scenery, there is
financial assistance available.
According to Monica Alvarado, assistant
director for the Financial Aid Department at
the University of Texas-Pan American, there
are funds such as Pell grants and loans that
not many students know about. She said it’s
important for students to have initiative.
“The study abroad form can be picked up
here,” Alvarado said. “They have to start as
early as possible so they can submit an
application.”
Alvarado says when a student uses
financial aid, the only funds available will be
those left over from their annual Pell. If a
student lacks sufficient funds to cover the
cost of the program, then they can start
applying for loans.
However, if one is not eligible to receive a
loan or Pell grant, Maria Salazar, director for
the Center for International Studies at UTPA,
said there are still scholarships available that
can pay for programs. The Gillman Study
Abroad Scholarship also helps students pay
for trips.
“Because of financial aid and the available
scholarships, students are able to go,”
Salazar said. “The scholarships really help
out the students.”
There will be a numerous amount of study
abroad programs available this summer.
According to Salazar, classes will be taught
in countries including Greece, Turkey,
Mexico, Spain, China, and Germany.
Salazar said the summer program in China
will be rather different from the other
summer programs. During this trip, students
will have the opportunity to perform a
teaching internship.
“A professor from the university will be
teaching English classes, the interns will
then be teaching English to Chinese

students,”
Salazar said. “It
is going to be
basic English
such as
conversation
style and
listening
skills.”
Since the
students will be
doing
internships,
Salazar says
the program
will be very
inexpensive.
Although a
price has not
yet been
determined,
students might
end up paying
Jennifer Tapia/The Pan American
only for airfare. HEADING ABROAD?— Carlos Cepeda (foreground) and Marvin Rodriguez
The study
(background) talk with assistant program adviser Ivonne Tovar Wednesday
abroad program about whether going abroad this summer is feasible.
in Greece and
Bianca Carmona, a UTPA senior who
Turkey will include several classes in
went to Spain last summer, said she had a
communication. George McLemore,
great time in many ways. She said the
communication professor at UTPA, will be
experience gained was a benefit to her
teaching a class in photojournalism. He said
education because she got to know some of
he is looking forward for the program
the different cultures from around the world.
because it will offer students a chance to
“I was taking Intercultural
experience different cultures.
Communications, so I got to experience it
“One of the most important experiences a
while I was studying it,” Carmona said. “It
person can have as a college student is to
was hands on experience while we were
gain travel experience in other cultures and
touring the city. It was very different.”
in other countries,” McLemore said. “To
Carmona added that although such
gain that experience while studying is
programs may be out of a student’s budget,
incredible.”
Last summer, communication students had such programs are worth taking. She noted
that she was ineligible for financial aid or
to the opportunity to attend classes in Spain.
scholarships, but that loans paid for half of
Courses such as intercultural
the tuition.
communications were offered, said
“There were people like me who didn’t
McLemore, and students had a great time,
get anything,” Carmona said. “I had to get a
and some of them forgot they were even
loan to go, but it was well worth it.”
taking classes.
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Broncs start season at unbeaten 3-0
Baseball season gets under way with wins over Southwest Texas State, Schreiner

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
baseball team opened up the 2003 season
with a bang, literally.
The Broncs, led by first-year head coach
Willie Gawlik, rolled over the Southwest
Texas State Bobcats, 11-3, in their inaugural
game at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium
Saturday night, in front of a crowd of 3,604
fans. The win was topped off with a fitting
fireworks display.
UTPA went on to sweep the Schreiner
Mountaineers, 13-4 and 7-1, Sunday
afternoon in a twinbill to start off the season
with a 3-0 record.
The last time the Broncs won their home
opener and started off the season with at
least three straight wins was 1996, when the
team finished 25-30 that season. Last season
the team was 15-38.
Pan Am started off a little shaky against
the Bobcats when starting pitcher Travis
Parker walked three batters, resulting in an
early three-run lead for SWT off an error in
the top of the first inning.
The Broncs’ offense went to work almost
right away on Bobcat pitcher Bobby
Sawicki. In the second inning, UTPA cut the
SWT lead to 3-2 when Sawicki led off the
inning by hitting the first two batters he
faced. In the third inning, the Broncs tagged
Sawicki for an additional three runs to rack
up a 5-3 lead that signaled the end of
Sawicki’s night.
In the bottom of the seventh, Pan Am
ignited for six runs to post an 11-3 lead that

was never threatened by the Bobcats. Parker
was credited with the win after pitching five
strong innings and scattering a pair of hits.
The Brownsville native struck out three,
walked four and gave up
only one earned run.
"We had a
shaky first
inning, but
after
that
they

settled
down, got
the cobwebs
out and after that
they were tough,"
said Gawlik.
On Sunday, the Broncs raced to a 2-0 in

the bottom of the first and increased their
tally to 4-1 in the fourth inning. The
Mountaineers cut the home team’s lead to 54 in the top of the seventh inning, but UTPA
added two more runs in the bottom half of
the inning and rallied for a six-run
eighth to put the game out of
reach, 13-4.
The win was credited
to junior Ben DiOrio,
who allowed one
run and scattered
six hits in five
innings. Junior
Johnny Gibson
was awarded
the save after
pitching the
final 3 2/3
innings.
In the
nightcap,
the crowd
of 1,634
were treated
to another
solid
performance by
the Bronc nine.
The
Mountaineers held a
slim 1-0 lead over Pan
Am after three innings,
but the orange and green
came right back. Freshman
catcher Jarod Hickle cranked a twoout, two-run home run inside the left field
foul pole to give the Broncs a 2-1 that they

never relinquished.
UTPA went on to score five insurance runs
over the next two innings to secure their
third straight win in two days, 7-1.
Rookie righthander Aaron Guerra of
Edinburg allowed one run on four hits to
notch his first victory of the season.
Sophomore lefty Ricky Anderson cleaned up
the last inning to record his first save of the
young season.
The Broncs scored 31 total runs and
littered the field with 36 hits that included a
pair of home runs while amassing a team
total .375 batting average in the assault of
SWT and Schreiner.
Mansfield standout Bruce Kennedy led
Pan Am’s offensive onslaught by going 6for-14 over a three-game span that included
three doubles and a home run for seven RBI.
UTPA’s pitching did its part by building up
a healthy 2.16 ERA after allowing only eight
runs, six earned, and scattering 15 hits
despite walking fifteen batters.
Among several firsts this past weekend
was the first Spanish broadcast of a Bronc
baseball game. KGBT has signed up to
broadcast 10 home games over seven home
dates.
Longtime announcer and program director
of KGBT AM and FM, Hugo De La Cruz
called the play-by-play while Armando
Almazan did the color commentary along
with former UTPA baseball standout
Armando Fuentes.
"The Broncs are a team with a lot of
baseball history and tradition and we are
proud to be able to broadcast the games,"
said De La Cruz.

For the winners of Intramural
competition, state and even national
competitions await as a reward.
“In the past we have had a few students
go on to state, and even a few went on to
nationals,” Cabrera said.
But Cabrera is unsure of just how far
back that past extends.
“I’ve done some research at the library
and have found Intramural programs that
go all the way back to the ‘50s,” Cabrera
said. “It’s something I really want to find
out because I would like to see if we have
some kind of anniversary coming up.”

The Fun Walk, which will be held April,
8 and will mark the end of the Spring 2003
Intramural semester, is expected to draw
the greatest number of participants.
“Basically the Fun Walk includes
students, faculty, and staff and is a walk
around the UTPA grounds,” Cabrera said.
“The event coincides with health and
fitness, and we host the event to promote
fitness.”
For all those who wish to participate in
any of the intramural events planned for
this semester entry forms are available in
apt. 2101 of the Bronc Village.

Intramurals underway; students show skill
Intramurals give
students opportunity to
showcase ability
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
Intramural action kicked off late last month
with three of the 11 events scheduled for
this semester.
Punt, Pass and Kick, Five-on-Five
basketball, and coed four-on-four volleyball
competitions are in the history books, but
still to come are such events as
Volleypalooza, soccer and softball, leaving
plenty opportunity for athletic wannabes to
either bask in the glory of defeating their
backyard-superstar counterparts, or crumble
under competitive pressure - watching as
their athletic self-worth further diminishes.
Art Cabrera, along with UTPA
cheerleader head coach Charlie Casares, is
responsible for planning intramural events
and has high expectations for this seasons
turnout.
“Last year we had about 1,200
participants,” Cabrera said. “We’re looking
to either meet or beat that number.”
The next entry due date is Feb. 20 for the
men’s, women’s and coed softball
intramurals, which will begin play Feb. 24.
In the past there was an entry fee charged
to all those wishing to compete in the
events, but this year participation is the
only commerce accepted by the intramural

coordinators.
“We have charged people entry fees in
the past,” Cabrera said. “But we didn’t
want to do that this semester.”
According to Cabrera a portion of
student services fees are allotted to
Intramurals to support the organization and
choreography of the events, and a certain
number of Intramural events are sponsored
by non-university dollars through
sponsorships. Last semester’s three-onthree basketball competition, which was
held in conjunction with Midnight Madness
and gained sponsorship from Mr. Gatti’s
Pizza, is just one
example of the
marriage between
outside advertisers
and Intramural
events that
Cabrera and
Casares hope to
arrange so as to
strengthen the
quality of their
program.
“We have some
stuff going on
during half time of
the Broncs game
[Saturday the 15th
against
TAMUCC],”
Cabrera said.” It
should give some
students a chance
to win a few
things.”

Intramural Schedule
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Broncs pummel SAGU, hit century mark
UTPA defeats Southwest Assemblies of God 100-63, reaches 100-point mark for only second time
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Photos by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

PLAYIN D: Junior Delvis Diaz attempts to block a shot against SAGA during a Broncs’ win Tuesday night.

The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team
romped on the Southwest
Assemblies of God 100-63 last
Tuesday night at the Fieldhouse in
front of 1,824 fans, putting together
a two-game winning streak and
improving to 7-17 on the season.
Pan Am shot 56 percent for the
game and four UTPA players scored
in double-digits en route to the
overwhelming victory over SAGU,
now 10-11.
The Bronc scoring extravaganza
was spearheaded by team scoring
leader Kevin Mitchell, who scored
24 points.
Prince Thompson added 16 points,
while Allen Holcomb notched 15
and Derrick East chipped in with 11
points.
The Lions charged out to an early
9-3 lead, but the Broncs surged right
back to take an 11-9 advantage on an
East three-pointer with 13:22 left to
play in the first half.
Leading 19-17, UTPA went on a
14-0 run to take a commanding 3317 advantage over SAGU and closed
out the first half of play with a 4634 lead.
In the second half, the Broncs
went on a 20-3 scoring rampage to
increase their lead to 66-43 and
essentially put the game out of reach
with twelve minutes left to play.
After the impressive scoring-blitz,
Pan Am went on to tally more points
until hitting the century mark for the
second time this season.
The last time the team racked up
100 points was Dec. 16 in a 100-65
win over Schreiner.
The win marked two in a row for
Bob Hoffman’s bunch. Last Saturday

night, the Broncs came back to
defeat Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
59-54 at the Fieldhouse before a
hometown crowd of 2,298.
The Mastodons led 45-39 with
9:48 to play in the second half, but
Pan Am battled back to take a 48-46
lead with 6:18 remaining in the
game on a pair of Holcomb layups.
IPFW’s Jim Kessenich knotted the
score 50-50 with 3:34 left to play,
but a two-point jumper by
sophomore Eric Montalvo, and a
layup and two free throws by
Holcomb gave UTPA a six-point 5650 advantage with 1:20 remaining
on the clock.
The Mastodons cut the Broncs’
lead 56-54, but Lithuanian Tomas
Sitnikovas hit three of his last four
free throws to seal UTPA’s
comeback win.
The team will be back in action
Feb. 8, trying for a third straight
win, against Central Baptist at the
Fieldhouse at 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Baseball

-

-

-

vs. Lamar(dh)
1 p.m.

vs. Lamar(dh)
1 p.m.

-

Track and Field

-

-

Houston Indoor
Invitational

-

-

-

-

-

-

vs. Central Baptist
7:30 p.m.

-

vs. Savannah State
7:30 p.m.

-

-

-

-

at TAMUCC
3 p.m.

-

-

-

-

vs. Abilene Christian
@Las Cruces,NM
10 a.m.
vs. Texas El Paso
@El Paso
10 a.m.

vs. NMSU
@Las Cruces,NM
2 p.m.
vs. NMSU
@Las Cruces,NM
2 p.m.

vs. Tennesse Tech
@Las Cruces,NM
10 a.m
vs. Tennesse Tech
@Las Cruces,NM
10 a.m

-

-

-

-

-

-

Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

-
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Settlement

South Texas
Community College
elected to avoid a
lengthy and costly
litigation battle against
ex-teacher Kathleen
Dahl, by settling out
of court for the
amount of $31,000
The law suit was
brought against STCC
by Dahl, in regard to
the handling of her
contract renewal
request, which was
denied. Dahl will
receive $21,000 from
the settlement, with
her attorneys receiving
$10,000 in fees.
Spokespeople for
S.T.C.C. maintain that
the college personnel
did nothing wrong
regarding the nonrenewal of Ms. Dahl’s
employment at the
college.
The decision to settle
the case was reached
by the insurance
company for South
Texas Community
College, its president,
trustees and other
administrators.

The UTPA Alumni
Association will host
the 2003 Fiesta Pan
Americana Gala and
Auction at the
McAllen Country
Club (615 Wichita
Ave.) on Feb. 15.
Titled “An Evening of
Romance,” the gala
will include live and
silent auctions and a
cocktail buffet. Tickets
are $40 per alumni
member or $50 for
non-members. Those
wanting to donate
items for the auctions
may do so by contacting Grant in the Office
of Alumni Relations at
(956) 381-2500.

JUST
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IT
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By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

REMEMBRANCE— A group of early arriving students watch the Student Union Theatre screen Tuesday
as the memorial service for the seven astronauts on shuttle Columbia is shown on CNN.

Retention on the rise
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

If retention rates mean
anything, freshmen may finally
be catching on at the University
of Texas Pan-American. The
number for freshmen entering in
the fall of 2002 reached 88.7
percent, and according to John
Edwards, director of Student
Enrollment Services, solid
academic learning programs have
led to students sticking it out.
“We focus on college
preparation to encourage
students to be better prepared,”
Edwards said. He added that
several programs are offered to
help entering freshmen become
more acquainted with college
life. Such programs include, the
summer start programs,
mentoring programs, the
Learning Assistance Center, and
student advising.
“When you break a population
up to teach and help them in
what they need, it is a good way
to contribute to retention,”
Edwards said.
Marta Lopez, assistant director

UTPA programs aid
freshmen

of the Learning Assistance
Center, said the center offers
several programs to help initiate
retention.
“We are responsible for a
variety of programs that assist
the retention of entering
freshmen students,” Lopez said.
Lopez added that the LAC is
responsible for offering academic
advice for undeclared entering
freshmen students, and also
offers career counseling for that
particular population. She said
that her department also has a
program called “learning
communities.”
According to Lopez, in these
learning communities, entering
freshmen take two courses with
the same class of students. For
example, entering freshmen
enroll in an English and history
course along with other
freshmen, giving them the
opportunity to be together in
both classes. Officials believe the
program allows students to bond

with each other and feel more
comfortable within the campus
community.
“The students do a lot better in
these courses,” Lopez said,
adding that in the learning
communities, the rate of students
who have gotten a ‘C’ or better
has reached 82.9 percent.”
According to Jeanette
Broshears, director of Student
Life Transitions Services, the use
of the summer start program is a
big factor in the higher retention
rate.
“The program is like a head
start in college for entering
freshmen,” Broshears said.
The summer start program
takes about 25 to 50 entering
freshmen to stay at the residents
hall during the second summer
session. The program is a quick
introduction to English, history
and recreational sports, and also
includes guest speakers who
come and talk about college.
This takes a whole summer
session and the room and board
is paid for by the university.
“They participate in a lot of

See RETENTION page 4

It was only a matter of time before the
University of Texas-Pan American felt the
effects of the state’s $9.9 billion deficit. With
enrollment on the rise and hopes of reaching
the goals of Closing the Gaps in 2015, the
question now faced by the university is, how
will UTPA administrators handle the situation?
According to Juan Gonzalez, Assistant Vice
President for Business Affairs and also the
school’s budget director, last week the state
has asked UTPA to return seven percent of the
general revenue that has been appropriated to
it from state funds.
Because of vague preliminary details from
the state, it remains unclear which items may
be included or excluded from the base
percentage. However, the university has a
rough estimate of how much the seven percent
actually is.
“My best guess at this point is around $4
million, give or take a few hundred thousand,”
Gonzalez said. “It is important to note that the
percent cut is actually greater because fivetwelfths (5/12) of the fiscal year has already
gone by. In other words, we are being asked to
return 7 percent of the general revenue
appropriated to us for the full year from what
we have left for the remaining seven months.”
The budget cut takes place at the beginning
of the spring semester but it is mandatory that
an entire year’s revenue is taken into
consideration. Thus, deans across campus have
their hands full trying to figure out how to
reasonably cut their budgets to the degree that
the state requires.
“The budget cut should not affect the
colleges in a drastic manner but there will be
some pain,” Gonzalez said. “We will continue
filling vacant faculty positions and even
authorize new faculty positions to help meet
the growing enrollment demand.”
Gonzalez continued that the greatest sting
will be felt in those areas not directly involved
in academics. For example, all vacant nonfaculty positions will be frozen except for a
few exceptions that have extraordinary
justification and approval by the president.
Travel for faculty involved in research and
some presentation of scholarly works will not
be affected by the cut, but non-critical travel for instance, monies for faculty traveling to
conferences - will be eliminated.
Although students will not be affected
directly to the budget cut, there are certain
long term actions that will be taken to help
pay for the state deficit.
This fiscal year the university will return

See BUDGET page 6

